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Rotary Club to
hold Bark in
the Park event

T

he Rotary Club of Asheville is presenting it’s First
Annual Bark In the Park Dog Walk on Sunday June
12 from 11:00AM to 2:00 PM in Carrier Park. Proceeds
benefit animal rescue organizations and Asheville
Rotary Charities.
The Walk ends at the pavilion for a festival
including music, food, vendors, pets for adoption and
pet contests, including Amazing Trick, Prettiest Dog,
A Face Only a Mother Could Love, Smallest/Biggest
dog, Best Costume, and the Owner/Dog Lookalike
contest. There is a $5.00 entry fee per pet for each
contest. Judging begins at 12:30 p.m.
Each participant can walk up to 3 dogs.
Registration fees include a goodie bag, and are $10.00
early/$15.00 at event. Leashes are required , no longer
than 6’ and not retractable. All dogs must have had
their rabies vaccination. Humans – please poopscoop
(bags provided).
There are five opportunities for Sponsorship.
“Top Dog” at $2,500.00 is the exclusive headline
sponsor, with billing in all Bark written promotion,
website, and media coverage. A 30x30 booth space is
included, a team of 10 may walk with their pet, and
your promotional items will be in the walk goodie bag.
“Leader of the Pack” is a key sponsor at $1,000.00;
“Dog’s Best Friend” at $500.00; “Canine Companion”
at $250.00; and “Puppy Power” at $100.00.
Registration forms can be downloaded
at www.RotaryAsheville.org. For questions,
contact organizer Rotarian Jim Davidson at
(828) 633-1306 or email jdavid4194@aol.com.

Vet Techs
Establish
Fund

In This Issue

Helping Local
Pets Find Forever
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“F.A.V.E.” or “Fund Asheville Vet Emergency”,
has been established by three local long-time vet
Pets for Adoption ......................... pg. 2
techs with a history of watching pets not get the care
they need – or worse – because owners couldn’t
Rotary Adoption Fair ................. pg. 3
afford sudden catastrophic expenses.
FUR Fundraiser .......................... pg. 5
McKel Cox, Miranda Gregory and Elsa
Enstrom work in three separate veterinary practices
BRHS Strut Your Mutt .............. pg. 6
in Asheville. During the Covid lockdowns, they
began communicating with one another for mutual
aid about the cases that came into their practices.
“There are some resources here for financial help”,
said Cox.”But we saw cases all the time of folks
Is Your Dog Just Right?......... pg. 6
who couldn’t pay. We started thinking, we wished
Guiding Eyes ........................... pg. 8
there was something we could do to help.”
Miranda Gregory added, “It was so sad to see
clients not able to get gold standard of care because
of monetary concerns. But we needed to see what we
could do within the confines of our vet tech licenses.”
The three first met in person in July of 2021, Published bimonthly since 2012
to explore what was feasible. Since vet techs
must practice with a DVM, it was decided to PetGazette focuses on the fun and care of pets in
focus directly on fundraising. By December WNC. It is written by local experts for local pet lovers.
FAVE was born and raising funds on social media The opinions and recommendations of contributors
are their own, not necessarily those of PetGazette.
through Venmo.
“Mishka was our first success”, smiled Elsa
Enstrom. “Here was a Samoyed medical alert Copyright 2022 by PetGazette LLC.. All rights
service dog that needed a $1,000 dental plus masses reserved. Reproduction in whole or part without written
removed. Our fund at the Community Services permission is prohibited.
of Asheville Humane Society had $300.00 left to
contribute. FAVE worked for two months and Printed on 100% recycled newsprint
raised the additional money needed.”
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So you want a Doodle?
by Susan M. Young

Health should be everyone’s #1 concern
it into something completely different. And
when
acquiring any dog of any breed or
y friend Lydia is a saint. She adopts this is the problem with Doodles– there is no
mix.
The
Poodle Club of America lists
the most miserable seniors at the standard to breed to, and the resulting traits
16
health
issues
common in Poodles. The
shelter and gives them a wonderful home. are unpredictable.
Golden
Retriever
Club of America lists 10.
Her husband wants a puppy, so he asked
Hypothyroidism
and
Progressive Retinal
me about Goldendoodles. Oh boy. There’s
From the Golden Retriever Club of
Atrophy
are
common
in
both breeds. That
a topic that needs dissecting. The first thing America website: “The predictability of
means
a
Goldendoodle
is
prone
to 26 health
that needs pointing out is if you breed a breed comes from selection for traits
issues,
and
2
of
them
are
doubled.
A good
a Golden Retriever to a Poodle, it is a that are desirable and away from traits
dog
breeder
knows
what
their
dogs
are
mixed breed dog, plain and simple. Breed that are undesirable.…… Because the
prone
to
and
will
extensively
health
test
to
a Goldendoodle to a Goldendoodle for genetic makeup is diverse from the Poodle
stay
away
from
negative
issues.
They
will
multiple generations, breeding for specific genes and the Golden Retriever genes,
traits and doing health tests, and THEN the resultant first generation (called F1) have documentation for these tests and will
maybe it’s an actual breed. I have met some offspring is a complete genetic gamble. happily share it with you. Anyone breeding
very charming Doodles and think they are The dog may be any size, color, coat texture ANY dog should be concerned with health
cute. Their owners adore them. I won’t hate and temperament. Indeed Goldendoodles testing.
on them, but there are some things to keep do shed. Their coat may be wiry or silky
A Doodle can cost several thousand
in mind if this is the kind of dog you want to and may mat. Body shape varies with
dollars.
If I pay that much for a puppy, I
add to your home.
parentage but tends to be lanky and narrow.
expect
to
get a very healthy puppy whose
Behavior varies with the dog and within
breeder
spared
no expense and a considerable
When choosing a purebred dog, you a litter with some puppies Poodle-like
amount
of
time
researching, studying, and
know generally what the size, coat type, in attitude and others somewhat like the
and personality is. When choosing a doodle, Golden Retriever.”…….. In other words, asking questions so they can sell me the best,
you are jumping into the unknown. You may to set a breed “type,” a Doodle breeder healthiest, well-socialized puppy that I could
be okay with that, but you should hold the needs to breed their First Generation possibly ask for. There are many puppies at
breeder to high standards if you choose to (F1) dogs who have the traits they desire shelters that need good homes. If you want
spend money on a purposely bred dog. I have to other F# (meaning second generation, to buy from a breeder, hold them to a very
owned thoughtfully bred Golden Retrievers third generation, etc.) dogs with only high standard. Make good choices with your
for over 25 years. I get my puppies from those desirable traits and continue this head, not your heart.
- Susan M. Young is a long standing
breeders dedicated to producing the best through many generations until you
Asheville,
NC Real Estate Broker and
Golden Retriever they can possibly produce. can breed a Doodle that breeds “true”
has
been
active in dog sports with
They pay attention to health issues and test meaning, all puppies will carry the same,
her
Golden
Retrievers for over 20
accordingly. Every breed has a standard in predictable traits (coat, temperament,
years.
She
can
be reached through her
place for a reason – it helps keep a Golden size, etc.). This is how a breed
website
at
www.SusanMYoung.com.
Retriever a Golden Retriever and not turning is developed.

M

by Pia Cash

PetGazette
ADVERTISING AND
PROMOTIONAL
PACKAGES

We have advertising and
promotion
packages to suit
every budget. For more
information on
advertising or starting a
Pet Gazette in your area,
please contact our office
at
828-633-1348
or
publisher.petgazette
@gmail.com

Food Insecurity Not Just for People

want to donate pet food to support them in feeding as
ost people are familiar with food banks that assist many pets as possible.
families and individuals at risk of hunger. When Buncombe County:
food insecurity affects a household - it often affects the Asheville Humane Society: (828) 761-2008 ,
family pets too. Stories of pet owners feeding their own Asheville Cat Weirdos: https://ashevillecatweirdos.
food to their pets when they cannot afford pet food are org/request-assistance/pantry-waiver/
commonplace, which is where pet
Henderson County:
food pantries come in to fill the gap.
Blue Ridge Humane Society:
Pets provide us with many
(828) 393-5832 https://www.
benefits, including increasing our
blueridgehumane.org/communityphysical,emotionalandmentalwellservices/community-pet-food/
being. Populations like children and
Haywood County:
the elderly particularly benefit from
Meals on Wheels Haywood County:
the companionship of a pet. The
(828) 356-2442
https://www.
majority of the pet owners we work
mowhaywoodnc.org/pet-food.
with did not go out looking to add
Yancey County:
another pet to their family - they
Yancey
County
Animal
were unable to turn away an animal
Advocacy:
https://www.
in need and took them in when they
yanceyanimaladvocacy.org/
had nowhere else to go.
McDowell County:
Jennifer is an example of
St. John Episcopal Church:
Visitors to the
someone who rescued her dog,
(828) 652-4144 https://www.
FOMCA pet pantry.
Flossie, from a neighbor when
stjohnsepiscopalwnc.org/pets.html
she was a puppy. She was being neglected and Jennifer Rutherford County:
offered to take on the scared little pup, who grew up into Community Pet Center: (828) 287-7738 https://
a sweet, loyal companion. Jennifer brings Flossie with her www.communitypetcenter.com/pet-food-pantry/
to pick up pet food from FOMCA’s Pet Food Pantry and Transylvania County:
Flossie loves to “help” pick out her dog food. FOMCA Transylvania Animal Welfare Coalition:
serves over 60 families such as Jennifer and Flossie by (828) 883-3713 weareTAWC@gmail.com.
providing a week’s worth of food per pet each month.
Madison County:
Please reach out to a pet food pantry near you if you Friends of Madison County Animals: (828)649are looking for assistance in feeding your pets - or if you 9798 https://www.fomca.org.

M
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true

We help you and your
dog develop skills to live a
peaceful, happy life
together.

Connection
canine education
Jennifer King, CPDT-KA

• Gentle, effective training methods
• From basic manners to problem behaviors
• Private and personalized for you and
your dog

Don’t wait another day! Call Jennifer at 828-329-2852
www.trueconnectioncanine.com

Email: trueconnectioncanine@gmail.com

Wet Your Whiskers
Fundraiser for FUR

by Wanda Davis, Feline Urgent Rescue of WNC

F

UR’s 5th annual Wet Your Whiskers fundraiser will
be held Saturday, June 25, from 5:30-7:30 pm at
the Wells Event Center
at 33 Events Center Way,
just off N. Main Street in
Waynesville.
Wet Your Whiskers
is a wine/beer tasting
event with an appetizer
and dessert buffet. All
proceeds benefit Feline
Urgent Rescue (FUR) of
Western North Carolina,
a non-profit dedicated to
the rescue, rehabilitation
and rehoming of abused,
abandoned and neglected
cats in Western North
Carolina.
“This event has been
a ton of fun and a great
success for FUR in the
past,” says Lisa Sanborn,
FUR Board President.
“The location is open and
inviting and offers both
indoor and outdoor seating.
The wine and appetizers are being catered by Bosu’s
Wine Shop, and the beer is being donated by Boojum.”
The event also includes a raffle and silent auction.
“We think our guests will love the unique selection of
beautiful items that have been donated for both our raffle

by Meredith Pitcairn

O

and silent auction this year,” said Wanda Davis, event cochair. “And we’re very excited to be drawing one lucky
winner for the quilt wall hanging we’ve been selling
tickets for all year.”
The quilt, which
measures 37.5” X 56.5”,
was pieced and donated
by FUR volunteer Maggie
Hickle and machine
quilted by Ann Hendrix
of Waynesville. Tickets
for this special drawing
can be purchased ahead of
the event online at www.
furofwnc.org or in person
at the FUR Store at Depot
Village (262 Depot Street,
Waynesville) or Smoky
Mountain Dog Bakery (4
N. Main St., Waynesville)
or during the event.
Tickets for Wet Your
Whiskers are $50 per
individual and grants full
access to the wine, beer
and appetizer and dessert
buffet. Sponsorships are
$150 and include two
tickets, business card display, event recognition, a sponsor
gift and inclusion in a recognition ad. Learn more or
purchase your tickets at www.furofwnc.org.
For more information about FUR, visit the website
or call Syd at (847) 826-5431.

Cat Café Coming...

ur cat-loving community has spent
many years waiting and wondering
if Asheville would ever get a cat café, but
all good things take time…and the time
is MEOW! Cats at Play Café is slated
to open this summer at 12 Eagle Street
in
Downtown
Asheville.
This locallyowned
café,
boutique
and
rescue
lounge
will be partnering
with
animal
rescue groups to
help homeless
cats find their
forever families.
Co-owners
Lisa Fox and
Clare Owensby
are
Asheville
natives inspired
by their own
rescue kitties to
share their love
for cats with our
community.
The café will be a unique foster home
for shelter cats, providing them with daily
enrichment through their interactions
with people and other felines. In turn,
guests can enjoy playtime with the cats
and apply for adoption when they find the

purrrfect match.
As part of the entry fee, guests will be
able to relax and enjoy a complimentary
coffee, tea, water or soda in the company
of adorable, adoptable cats! Wine, beer
and snacks will also be available for
purchase. Reservations for a 70-minute
kitty visit will
be fifteen dollars
and 30-minute
kitty visits will
be available for
ten dollars, if
space allows.
The
café
and
lounge
will prioritize a
sustainable and
eco-friendly
b u s i n e s s
model,
and
merchandise
and art in the
boutique will be
proudly sourced
from the United
States. Visitors
are welcome to
the cafe for a
drink, snack, and to peruse the boutique,
even if they are not visiting the cat lounge.
The café is currently being revamped to
best suit its future feline fosters. The grand
opening will be determined in the coming
months, so stay tuned.

Do your furbabies hate going
to the vet's office?
Do you find It difficult?
A Vet that comes to you, is the
answer to your problem.

Dr. Leslie Dragon
brings many of the same
services and care found in
veterinary hospitals
right to your front door.

Dr. Leslie Dragon,

The vet that makes House calls

Wellness and medical exams
+ Diagnostics + Vaccinations
+ Complete lab testing
+ Microchipping
+ Pain Management
+ Hospice and in-home
euthanasia
+ Online pharmacy.

There’s a lot more info
on our website!
4pawsmobileclinic.com

Call us Today! 828-450-3569
House Call Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Kitty Kare
Laura’s

of Flat Rock

You deserve to finally take your vacation,
while your cats stay safely cared for at home!
We offer a worry free
approach for your Cat & Home:
•
•
•
•

So take that getaway.
We’ll take care of Kitty.

Call for an initial
free consultation:
828-489-8009

Daily play with her favorite toys
or, Check that Kitty is ok in his
hiding place
Food, water, litterbox,
treats, general wellbeing,etc.
Your home: mail, adjust lights,
run water, newspaper,
package deliveries
- what do you need?

Laura
Frohling
Owner

www.LaurasKittyKare.com
LauraFrohling@gmail.com • txt: 828-489-8009
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Is Your Dog Just Right?
by Kathryn R. Gubista, PhD

Is

your dog too fat?

Too skinny? Or
just right? Chances are, your dog is too
fat. Unfortunately, you’re in good company.
Over half (55%) of dogs living in the US are
overweight, fat or obese. This is worse than
human statistics, where over a third (36%) of
the US human population is obese.
What can we do about dog obesity? A lot!
But first, you have to determine if your pup is
fat, overweight or obese. The purpose of this
article is just that - we provide several ways
to determine your pup’s physical fitness.
Ways to Measure Physical Fitness
Techniques to determine the physical
fitness of your dog falls into three main
categories. First, you can weigh your dog;
however, your dog’s weight may not be as
informative as you hoped. In contrast, a
variety of visual and physical exams will
indicate your dog’s overall fitness.
Weight
You can weigh your pup on a scale,
but that provides only one data point. The
scale tells nothing about your dog being at
a healthy weight. You can determine if your
pup is gaining or losing weight by comparing
your dog’s weight overtime. But, other
than that, the scale is not a golden ticket to
determine your dog’s physical fitness.
Visual Exam
You can visually exam your pup to look
for indications of physical fitness. First, you
can tell if a dog is too skinny if you visually
see their ribs protruding. Very skinny dogs

are typically stray or neglected dogs. Most
US dogs are in the opposite camp of being
too fat.
You can tell if your dog is overweight
by viewing your dog in a variety of ways
(front, back, profile, overhead). Overweight
dogs typically lack any defined waist. In fact,
many will have sagging bellies. Extremely

Mocha and Snowball - just right
obese dogs look like sausages. In addition to
belly fat, fad pads are often visible, especially
on your dog’s chest.
Finally, if your dog waddles when
they walk, they are probably overweight.
However, the very best way to determine
if you pup is overweight is by putting your
hands on your dog.

Physical Exam
Simple petting and palpating (exam by
touching) is the best way to determine your
pup’s physical fitness. Here is a simple list
of where to exam and what to expect:
1.
Ribcage
2.
Waist
3.
Fad Pads
4.
Subcutaneous Fat
5.
Sagging Belly
You should feel your dog’s ribs (1). In addition,
you should see and feel your dog’s waist (2), which
is a narrowing near the dog’s hips. Fad pads are
found in numerous locations on the dog’s body,
with the most significant one on the dog’s chest,
near their heart. Subcutaneous fat (4) is fat under
the skin. Pinch your dog’s skin in various locations
(legs, neck, shoulders, waist, hips) and compare the
results. The legs are typically low subcutaneous fat
in comparison. A dog’s sagging belly (5) can be
observed visually and palpated physically.
Why Worry About Dog’s Weight
Just like humans, a healthier pup means a
longer-lived pup. Because a dog’s overall lifeexpectancy is relatively short, keeping them
healthy will keep them with you longer!
Kathryn R. Gubista, PhD is an evolutionary
biologist, college biology instructor, former
zookeeper, author and certified professional dog
trainer with Lucky Dog Training Asheville and The
Dog’s Perspective. Please follow us on Instagram @
LuckyDogTrainingAVLand@TheDogsPerspective.
Please contact us for more information
at TrainingLuckyDogs@gmail.com or call
us at 828-423-9635.

Funds and Fun,
BRHS Strut Your Mutt 6/18

by Whitney Drake

your friends and family along to cheer for
et your running shoes ready for Blue you on the sidelines. Dogs of all shapes and
Ridge Humane Society’s annual Strut sizes are also welcome to join their humans
Your Mutt event presented by Hunter as long as they are on a leash at all times!
Subaru. The event is set this year for the
To become a participant in the race
morning of June 18 and registration is open either visit www.blueridgehumane.org and
from now until the evening of June 17. click on the ‘Get Involved’ tab and scroll
Blue Ridge Humane
down until you see
Society cannot wait
the option ‘Strut
for participants to
Your Mutt’. Once
run, strut or scurry
you’re on the event
the 5K or 1-mile
main page, you can
events and support
click the registration
our animals! If you
link to be redirected
register by May 31,
to the event website.
you are guaranteed
You can see the
your race t-shirt! All
registration
fee,
participants will also
previews of the
receive a goodie bag
t-shirts,
awards
with extra treats for
and prizes, course
the furry runners
information,
and
much more!
too! The race will be
held at Bill Moore
To find out more
Participants strutting their Mutt
Community Park in
about the event or to
Fletcher, NC.
gather information
New this year, we are hosting a Pet on how to help raise money or donations
Festival that will be open during the event for Blue Ridge Humane Society with your
from 9 am until 1 pm where racers can attend business, please contact Laresa Griffin at
immediately following the completion of lgriffin@blueridgehumane.org. If you
their course. Enjoy all of the pet-focused can’t make it to the BRHS Strut Your
and local vendors after your run! The Mutt event, keep checking our website
festival is open to the public and not just for all the upcoming events for the rest
participants in the race, be sure to bring of the year!

G

The perfect vacation spot for your pampered pet!
Quality Lodging & Professional Grooming
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete, professional grooming
Personal attention & tender loving care
Green Grass for playtime which runs all day!
Stress-Free Cattery
Voted One of WNC’s Favorite Kennels
1.5 miles off Exit 59

Watch playtime videos at:
facebook.com/topdogkennel

To reserve a date,
visit us at www.ashevillekennel.com
or email us at topdog@ashevillekennel.com
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12 Cavalier Lane,
Swannanoa, NC 28778
828.686.3175

Blue Ridge Classic
Memorial Day Weekend
by Terri Everwine

O

ver Memorial Day weekend, starting Thursday,
May 26 and running through Monday, May 30,
the Asheville Kennel Club, Hendersonville Kennel
Club and Spartanburg Kennel Club will hold their
annual AKC sanctioned dog shows, the Blue Ridge
Classic of the Carolinas (BRCC). Held at the Western
North Carolina Ag Center, this annual cluster of shows
features All-Breed Conformation, Obedience, and Rally
competitions. In addition, Blue Ridge Agility Club will
be holdingAgility trials in the Mc GoughArena.
AKC Conformation competitions showcase
the best example of the breeders’ progress in
improving their selected breed of dogs. This year
a 4-6 mos. puppy competition will be added on
Sunday, and all 5 days of shows feature the National
Owner Handler Series and Junior Showmanship
competition. Obedience and Rally competitions
run from Thursday to Sunday and are open to all
purebred dogs and to AKC registered “Canine
Partners” as well.
The BRCC is about as family friendly as an
event can get, and spectators will be cheerfully
welcomed, although requested to leave their own
non-participating pets at home. On Saturday and
Sunday at lunchtime, a Special Event will be held
for “Pee Wee” competitors. Open to children aged
5-9, kids can “show” their AKC registered pets
or mixed breeds. Children must be accompanied
by an adult. There is no entry fee and all kids will
receive a ribbon. Register your child on the day of

the event.
While All-Breed shows are just that, open to
any of the 197 AKC recognized breeds, this cluster
of shows also offers Specialties open only to dogs
of one particular breed within the larger show. As
of PetGazette press time, the 2022 BRCC will
include Specialties for Irish Red & White Setters,
Golden Retrievers, Bullmastiffs, Cavalier King
Charles Spaniels, Bulldogs, Pekingese, Shetland
Sheepdogs and Siberian Huskies.
In addition to hundreds of dogs, the Davis
Event Center will be home to vendors of just
about anything and everything a dog or its owner
would want. Shopping is great for everything one
can imagine: toys of every kind; services of every
kind including health help such as chiropractic,
dog foods, treats, and supplements of every kind,;
leashes, show leads, art, knick-knacks, clothing, .....
etc. Dog lovers looking to bring a responsibly bred
purebred dog into the family will find this event a
perfect way to gain information on many breeds,
and enough merchandise available to make adding
a purebred dog to the family an enjoyable process.
Admission and parking for the BRCC is free!
In addition to all the canine related merchants,
food will be available for the humans in the
new Proving Grounds Food Bar in the Davis
Center. Come spend a day or 2 or 5 exploring
the world of purebred dogs. The Blue Ridge
Classic of the Carolinas is truly a magnificent
showcase of dog events!

Hendersonville Kennel Club
For the Love of Dogs!
Offering Conformation Handling classes, Intro to Dog
Sports Classes and Breeder Referral. We sponsor
western North Carolina’s premier dog shows over
Memorial Day weekend!
Check us out on the web at:
http://www.hendersonvillekc.org/
And on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/

Agility Trials Concurrent with
Blue Ridge Classic

A

long with the Blue Ridge Classic dog
“Standard Agility” is the basic
shows, The Blue Ridge Agility Club competition, employing all of the
will host the AKC sanctioned All- Breed different sorts of equipment. Expanding
Agility Trials at the WNC Agricultural on the jumps and weaves, this event can
Center in Fletcher over Memorial Day employ a dog walk- long, narrow plank
Weekend. Spectators are welcome and extending between two ramps- a teeteradmission in free. Trials generally have totter, a tire jump, a broad jump, and
a food vendor present as well as various an A-Frame. Each event presents an
vendors
selling
entirely new course
dog related items
to
the
handler/
such as treats,
dog teams. Course
leashes,
beds,
maps are provided
T-shirts
and
at the beginning of
agility equipment.
each day, and then
There is plenty of
handlers are given
seating available
eight minutes to walk
to
watch
the
the course. There
canine
athletes
is no set timetable
competing in both
and individual dog
Clyde’s Joe Root and
covered rings.
breeds do not run at
his Champion Claymore
A c t i o n
a particular time. so
competing at a previous trial.
generally starts at
if you are looking
about 8 AM and Photo credit Stewart Event Images. to see an individual
continues
until
breed, we cannot
late afternoon. A number of different provide a specific time to come.
events will occur each day. Events will
The event is accepting entries for
generally be structured by the types of All American Dogs listed in the AKC
equipment called for, by the skill level Canine Partners Program. Entries
of the dogs, and also around the size of close Friday, May 20 at 11pm. For
the canine competitors. In the latter two up-to-date information about the trials,
categories, events are arranged so that contact Trial Chairperson Landen
teams of about the same skill level and Gailey by phone at 404 277-9000 or by
size are matching up.
email to greenmtnlodge@aol.com.
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Guiding Eyes Guides Lives

udy Davis can stride along in her East
Asheville neighborhood as fast as she
wants to walk. This act, which seems so
simple to those without vision impairment,
would be impossible to Judy without her
guide dog Orville. Orville is her third dog
from Guiding Eyes for the Blind, a 5013C
organization which provides guide
dogs to people with vision loss.
Training, travel, equipment, room
and board, and follow-up services
are also provided free of charge.
Orville was specifically matched to
Judy’s needs. “Walking is one of my
favorite activities. Orville has expanded my ability to walk as far as
I wish to go. He has learned to steer
me away from sidewalks that have
telephone poles actually located in
the middle of a walkway! Orville is
fast, which enables me to pick up
my pace when I’m walking.”
Judy’s love of walking became
stronger after her move to Asheville
years ago. The degenerative eye
disease she was born with had
progressed to the point where the cane she
was using wasn’t enough help. “I was out
and about a lot”, she said. So she began to
do research on guide dogs. “I only applied
to GEB”, she said. Once accepted, the evaluation began. Judy described the process.
“They see where you live, and how you
walk. They measure how fast you go and
where you walk – the neighborhood. “ Then
it’s off to the residential training program

campus in Yorktown Heights, N.Y.
“The first day or two”, Judy said, “ you
don’t meet your dog. Then they give you a
dog “Juno” to see how you walk and the pull
strength on the harness. Then they introduce
you to your real dog and when they told me
my dog was Orville, I said that’s fitting for

Judy and Orville stride along
North Carolina!”
Gerald Grenninkmeyer has been a trainer with GEB for 24 years. “These are brilliant dogs”, he said. “Really amazing. When
I started, that’s what attracted me. We train
a lot of different tasks and behaviors with
positive reinforcement and clicker training.
It takes 4-5 months to teach the separate cues
for “in harness” – forward, left, right, steady ,
to the door, to the stairs. We expose them to a
variety of environments – malls, urban, rural,

suburban.”
Guiding Eyes for the Blind “
purpose breeds” for the health and
temperament suited for guide work.
Volunteer
fosters
provide
permanent homes for Guiding Eyes brood
and stud dogs.
Volunteer puppy
raisers take pups into their homes at
approximately eight weeks old
and teach them basic obedience
and house manners. Puppy raisers
return the dogs at 16-18 months
old, at which point senior breeding and training staff determine
whether the pups are ready for
guide dog training, looking for:
medium size with some variation
to match a person’s physical needs
(60 to 85 pounds); easy coat care;
enjoys working with people: confident in all environments; enjoys
the challenge of the work; stays
cool, calm, and collected no matter what is going on; low levels of
distraction.
“It’s such a gratifying job”, Gerald
said. “You get to know everything about
a dog, then you train a person and watch
them bond over two weeks.” And beyond.
Orville is Judy’s third dog. Her second
dog Prince is retired and still “a beloved
family member”, said Judy. “If you want
to have a good life”, she went on, “you
have to be brave and go on adventures.”
Thanks to Guiding Eyes for the Blind, she
can do just that.

Dr. David T. Crouch

While You’re Away
House & Pet Sitting

Call (828) 215 -2353 or visit us at
www.whileyoureawaypetsit.com

• We are accepting new
clients in Fletcher and
parts of Hendersonville
• Established in 2006
• Bonded & Insured

Nurturing the
Human-Animal
Bond...with
State-of-the-art Care
•
•
•
•
•
•

While You’re Away
House & Pet Sitting

Board-certified
Veterinary Surgeon
Serving the Tri-state
area since 2000
Orthopedic Surgery
Neurosurgery
General Surgery
Minimally Invasive
Surgery

Referral Animal Hospital, P.A.

A Dog's Night Inn
Convenient online reservations
ADogsNightInn.com
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Dog Boarding

227 Lane Rd. Flat Rock, NC

828-595-9809

1 Atkins Street, Arden, NC 28704
Voice: (828) 684.0019 Fax: (828) 684.4808

www.wcvs.org

