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Pet Company locations in Asheville.  
pattonavenuepet.com
Every Saturday –  12-4pm. Cats and 
Kittens for adoption from MPR at 
Petsmart, 150 Bleachery Rd., Asheville.  
828 298-5670
Every Saturday morning – 10-11am. 
BRHS Yoga with Cats!   Venues change. 
Details at blueridgehumane.org   
828 885-3647
Every third Mon. of the month – 1-5pm. 
Low-cost vaccines at BRHS, Hender-
sonville. blueridgehumane.org,  
828 685-7107
Every second Tu. of the month – Hen-
dersonville Paws for Love tests poten-
tial therapy dogs. Venues vary.  
Sign up, get directions at 828 692-5641
Every second Tu. of the month – 10am-
1pm. ACW Cat Pantry distributes food 
at the Thrift Hound,  
234 New Leiscester Hwy., Asheville.  
pantry@ashevillecatweirdos.org
Every Wed., Sat., Sun. – 10am. BWAR 
Outward Hounds Hiking Club meets at 
shelter to take dogs on hikes.  
volunteer@bwar.org. 828 505-3440
Every Sat. & Sun. – 10am-5pm.  Furev-
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March
Poison Prevention Awareness Month
Mar. 1-7 – Professional Pet Sitters Week

Wed. 3/3 – If Pets Had Thumbs Day
Fri. 3/5 – 2-4pm. Furry First Friday. MPR 
Adoption Event at Wagbar, 320 Merrimon 
Ave., Asheville. 828 337-4964
Mon. 3/8 – 2-5:30pm. BRHS FREE pet 
food giveaway. 88 Centipede Ln., Hender-
sonville. blueridgehumane.org,  
828 685-7107 
Sat. 3/13 – K-9 Veterans Day
Sat. 3/20 – 1-5pm. Barketyped. MPR 
Adoption Event at Archetype West Brewery, 
265 Haywood Rd., West Asheville.  
828 505-4177
Tu. 3/23 – National Puppy Day
Tu, 3/23 – Cuddly Kitten Day
Sat. 3/27 – 10am-1pm. BRHS FREE pet 
food giveaway. Boys and Girls Club, 1304 
Ashe St., Hendersonville.  
blueridgehumane.org, 828 685-7107
Sun. 3/28 – Respect Your Cat Day
Fri. 3/26-Sat. 3/28 – BRAC AKC Agility Tri-
als, Garrison Arena, Pendleton, SC.   
blueridgeagility.com

April
Canine Fitness Month
Active Dog Month
National Pet First Aid Month

Sat.  4/3 – Every Day is Tag Day. Ameri-
can Humane program urging pet owners to 
equip pets with ID tags and/or microchips. 
americanhumane.org
Sun. 4/4 – Easter Sunday

Save the Date: Saturday, June 26. Strut 
Your Mutt 5K and 1 Mile Furry Scurry. 
BRHS Fundraiser at Bill Moore Community 
Park, Fletcher. blueridgehumane.org  
828 692-2639

Ongoing  

Ongoing events at area rescue organi-
zations follow. Please be sure to call or 
email organization to confirm events 
since schedules often change due to 
pandemic restrictions. 
    
Every day – Cats and Kittens for adop-
tion at all three Patton Ave.  

ACW=Asheville Cat Weirdos AHS=Asheville Humane Society BRHS=Blue Ridge Humane Society  
BWAR=Brother Wolf Animal Rescue FF=Forever Friends Cat Adoptions MPR=Mountain Pet Rescue 

er Friends Cat Adoptions. Petco, 825 
Brevard Road, Asheville.  
fureverfriends@att.net; 828 398-4943
Every Sun. – 10am-2pm. AHS Hiking 
Hounds. Take shelter dogs for hikes.
ashevillehumane.org.,  
828 761-2001
Every First Sat. of the month – 
11:30am-1pm. Volunteer orientation at 
AHS, 14Forever Friends Lane.  
volunteer@ashevillehumane.org.,  
828 761-2001
Every Fourth Sat. of the month – 10am-
4pm. ACW Cat Pantry distributes food 
at the Thrift Hound,  
234 New Leiscester Hwy., Asheville.  
pantry@ashevillecatweirdos.org.
ashevillehumane.org., 828 761-2001
Every First Sat. of the month – 
11:30am-1pm. Volunteer orientation at 
AHS, 14Forever Friends Lane.  
volunteer@ashevillehumane.org.,  
828 761-2001
Every Fourth Sat. of the month – 10am-
4pm. ACW Cat Pantry distributes food 
at the Thrift Hound,  
234 New Leiscester Hwy., Asheville.  
pantry@ashevillecatweirdos.org

get lost, although it’s easy to envision 
them getting focused on following a 
scent and losing track of where they 
are. But regardless of why they get lost, 
it’s easy to see that without tags and/or 
microchips, they could get lost to their 
owners forever.

In order to help reunite pets with 
their owners, American Humane created 
“Every Day Is Tag Day”.    A nationwide 
effort is held every year on the first 
Saturday in April.  Veterinarians, rescue 
groups, humane organizations and 
thousands of animal care and control 
agencies join together to urge pet 
owners to equip their pets with tags and/
or microchips. That simple step will 
maximize the chance of a lost or stolen 
pet being safely returned.

American Humane recommends 
the following steps to make every day  
tag day: 

• Have your pet always wear a collar 
with a current ID tag, rabies tag 
and/or a city/county license.

• Include your current contact 
information on their ID tag.

• Keep all pet license, ID tag and 
microchip information up-to-date

• When moving or traveling, put 
a temporary ID tag on your pet 
with the phone # of someone who 
knows how to reach you.

• Keep tags on even indoor pets. 
They can get out!

The numbers leave no doubt. The 
American Humane Association 

estimates that 1 out of 3 pets become lost 
at some time in their lives. And almost 10 
million dogs and cats are lost or stolen in 
the US every year.

Data shows that pets that have 
identification tags on their collars and/
or microchips implanted in their skin 
are returned to their owners far more 
often than those without identification. 
According to the American Veterinary 
Medical Association, lost dogs that have 
been microchipped get returned to their 
owners 52.2% of the time. Lost dogs 
without microchips get returned only 
21.9% of the time. Microchips more 
than double the chances of a lost dog  
being returned!

The safe return statistics for 
microchipped versus non-microchipped 
lost cats are even more astounding. 
Lost cats with microchips are returned 
38.5% of the time, versus just 1.8% 
safe returns for lost cats without 
microchips. Microchips increase the 
chances for a lost cat’s return more than  
21times.

Whistle, a company that makes a 
GPS and activity-tracking dog collar, 
examined data from its roughly 150,000 
customers.   It showed that Bloodhounds, 
for example, got lost and separated from 
their owners about 1.3 times a month. That 
data doesn’t show why the Bloodhounds 

Tags, microchips get lost pets found   

 •   Need a new harness for your  
hiking/walking/biking  

buddy? We have a few... plus leashes, 
collars, and other outdoor gear.

Call us at 828-698-6910 or visit our website  
at www.petsourcenc.com for more information.

Hendersonville’s #1 Pet Supply Store
PET SOURCEPET SOURCE
 It’s Spring! Here in the mountains that means:

 •   We have help! CBD Oil, treats, 
shampoos, food and more, plus 

knowledgeable advice.

 •   Use our self-serve dog wash  - we provide everything but the dog. 

More time outside!    There will be skin  
and coat problems!

* *

Dirtier Dogs!*
We look forward to seeing you at the store,  

but curbside pickup or free delivery is available.

 1927 Spartanburg Highway, 
Hendersonville, NC

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday 9:00 - 6:00

Saturday 9:00 - 5:00
Sunday 12:00 - 5:00
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Hello Frens.

We are so excited. There might actually be a REAL LIVE IN PERSON PET 
EVENT coming up! Remember them? There were “vendor” tents set up, with pet 
people and their local pet products. There were rescues and shelters there with 
pets for adoption. There were live people who love pets walking around smiling and 
talking with each other! Music, food – oh, how we miss our friends and the  
gathering of the pet tribe. Please Lord let it happen. If it does, and others too, 
PetGazette will be there. Y’all come and visit a while! 

   Meanwhile, as you turn the pages of this issue of PetGazette, imagine that you 
are walking through one of these wonderful pet events. 

   The Pets for Adoption section is on page 6.  “Rosie’s Rescue Friends” is featured 
both here in print and on our website, WNCPetGazette.com.The web page is  
updated every Friday , and linked to our Facebook page as a slide show (Like us 
and follow the page!). We’ll subsidize 10% of your adoption fee if you adopt one of 
the neediest featured in PetGazette – a senior, perhaps, or one with special needs!

   The Vendors are the thirty advertisers in these pages who have paid their 
“display fee” and pitched their tent in PetGazette. On this “field” you enjoy visit-
ing with a pet friendly place to stay... veterinarians... stores... groomers... reliable 
boarding or petsitting...the breeder of a particular dog that you are curious about, 
or how to start in Obedience training and showing.  You pick up the business cards 
or flyers of these folks. After you get home, you call them, to see if their  
business is a good fit for you. If you are enjoying this “event”, please do the same 
with the ‘vendors’ you see here!

   OK, reminders and info: The next issue of PetGazette will be published in early 
May and available in newspaper boxes marked FREE, on Ingles Supermarket publi-
cation shelves and retail racks. Sign up to get it in your inbox at  
www.WNCPetGazette.com. Ad rates are on the website. Deadline for advertisers 
and contributors is April 15. You can reach me at publisher.petgazette@gmail.com.

   Hoping to see you in person this year!

Love, Carol

Support  local pet businesses 

Call us Today!  757-880-4051
House Call Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Dr. Leslie Dragon,  
The vet that makes House calls

Do your furbabies hate going  
to the vet's office?

Do you find It difficult?

Dr. Leslie Dragon  
brings many of the same 

services and care found in  
veterinary hospitals  

right to your front door.  

A Vet that comes to you, is the 
answer to your problem.

  Wellness and medical exams 
+ Diagnostics + Vaccinations 

+ Complete lab testing 
+ Microchipping 

+ Pain Management 
+ Hospice and in-home  

euthanasia  
+ Online pharmacy.

There’s a lot more info  
on our website!  

4pawsmobileclinic.com
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“Doug”, above, was the first participant 
in the return of the Aloft Asheville Down-
town’s adoption program for Charlie’s 
Angels Animal Rescue. He was adopted 
only a few days after taking residence in 
his pink palace in the hotel lobby. But ho-
tel visitors will see other pets for adoption 
there. Applications are taken and vetted 
by Charlie’s Angels Animal Rescue. 

  “We are thrilled about the return of our 
foster dog adoption program, which has 
been extremely well-received by guests and 
locals alike,” the hotel’s General Manager 
Brandon Miller said. “We look forward to 
continuing to work with Charlie’s Angels 
on our shared mission of helping dogs in 
need find their forever homes—a truly  
rewarding experience.”

Hotel Adoptions 
Resumed

Wonderful Local Products not found at mass market stores!
* Yummy dog treats, locally baked, natural & organic
* Fun toys, apparel, gifts, leashes - loca  lly and US made
* Natural Foods and Supplements
 
Open 7 days a week: Mon-Sat 11 to 6 and Sunday 12-5
118 Cherry Street Square in beautiful Black Mountain
828) 669-0706
Thank you!

Wonderful Local 
Products Not Found At
Mass Market Stores!
 Yummy Dog  Treats, Locally 
Baked, Natural & Organic
 Fun  Toys,  Apparel, Gifts, 

Leashes — Locally 
& U.S. Made

Natural Foods & Supplements
Open 7 days a week: 

Mon-Sat 11 to 6 & Sunday 12-5
118 Cherry Street Square 

in beautiful Black Mountain

(828) 669-0706
www.boneafidepetboutique.com

Yummy Dog Treats, Locally Baked, 
Natural & Organic

Fun Toys, Apparel, Gifts, Leashes -  
Locally & U.S. Made

Open 7 days a week: 
Mon-Sat 11 to 6 & Sunday 12-5

118 Cherry Street Square
in beautiful Black Mountain

Wondeful Local Products Not 
Found At Mass Market Stores!

Make sure to stop in 
on your visit to  
Black Mountain!  

Free Treats! 

This first week in April is reserved to remind 
pet parents of the importance of picking up. 

It was officially initiated in 2008 at the suggestion 
of a board member of the Association of 
Professional Animal Waste Specialists (aPAWS) 
and subsequently adopted. 

aPAWS had been founded in February 2002 
by a group of professional pooper scoopers who 
believed everyone should be able to go barefoot 
without a messy squish between their toes. The 
group has worked since its inception to promote 
the idea of a waste-free environment. Today, 
aPaws estimates that pet pooches produce over 
4.4 billion pounds of waste per year, enough 
to cover 900 football fields12 inches deep in  
dog waste!

Although some may believe dog poop is 
okay to leave out if it is far enough away from 
a home or walking path, it isn’t. It will actually 
take about 9 weeks to fully break down. Within 
this time, the waste will destroy the grass 
underneath and, with enough rain, can wash 
into our water supply. This can be especially 
detrimental to our environment because of our 
dogs’ primarily meat-based diet. Just one gram 
of dog waste can contain 23 million fecal bacteria 
and contain serious pathogens such as Giardia  
and Salmonella.

aPAWS reminds dog owners to help keep 
their communities clean by scooping their 

yards regularly, always bringing a few extra 
bags with them when out walking their dogs. 
The group also recommends holding onto used 
bags until they can be properly disposed of in an 
appropriate receptacle.

The professionals in aPAWS understand 
that even with the bacterial risk in mind, many 
owners will still be torn between leaving their 
dog’s excrement in the woods where the chance 
of anyone seeing or stepping in it is low, versus 
filling another plastic bag to add to our already 
overflowing landfills. But there is a solution – at 
least in the Asheville area.

Pet Poo Skiddoo is a local pet waste removal 
company in Asheville that can solve the bag vs. 
no-bag conundrum by taking an eco-friendly 
approach to the pet poop problem. By providing 
plant-based bags and offering scooping and bin 
pickup services, dog waste can be collected from 
one’s yard and transferred to the Pet Poo Skiddoo 
composting facility. There, it is placed in 
enclosed containers in which the waste naturally 
cooks away the bacteria and turns into a nutrient-
rich humus.  Not only does this avoid the landfill 
altogether. It also allows the dog waste to act as 
a fertilizer that both safely and effectively returns 
to the earth, which will help our soil rather than 
harm it.

For more information, visit  
petpooskiddoo.com.

International Pooper Scooper Week  
April 1-7   

Compassionate grooming in a
relaxed environment

Grooming Salon

the logo , tagline, address and phone number,  & “  and some-
where small on the bottom “grooming by appointment only”. 
If it needs to be condensed that’s fine, or if there’s room for 
more I have more to say.

Grooming by appointment only.

828 299-7242 
2068 Hwy 70 

Swannanoa NC 28778 

• Crate Free Setting 

• We use Natural Shampoo 
 & Grooming Products 

• Flea, Oatmeal & Specialty 
 Baths At No Extra Charge

Gentle Bathing &
 Grooming For 
 All Breeds.

Over 15 Years Experience

(828) 258-1600 

328 New Leicester Highway, behind Zaxby’s

For the Love of a Dog

Essentials and some 
not-so essentials 

for your dogs and cats

Natural and organic foods, 
raw, dehydrated, kibble 

and cans

Where expert nutrition and 
taste meet nose to nose!

» Herbal Supplements
» Remedies
» Treats and Chews
» Toys
» Gifts

www.thetailgaitmarket.com

Complete, professional grooming• 
Personal attention & tender loving care• 
Green Grass for playtime which runs all day!• 
Stress-Free Cattery• 
Voted One of WNC’s Favorite Kennels• 
1.5 miles off Exit 59• 

The perfect vacation spot for your pampered pet!

Quality Lodging & Professional Grooming

To reserve a date,  
visit us at www.ashevillekennel.com  
or email us at topdog@ashevillekennel.com

12 Cavalier Lane,  
Swannanoa, NC 28778  

828.686.3175

Watch playtime videos at:  
facebook.com/topdogkennel

Staying home during the pandemic has 
had it’s advantages. Caring for furry 

friends isn’t one of them. Problems were, and 
still are, caused primarily by lack of access. 
Fortunately, two mobile veterinarians are 
now serving the WNC area to provide some 
answers:  Paws Mobile Veterinary Clinic, 
and Blue Ridge Veterinary Service.  

The restrictions put in place for 
veterinary offices during the height of 
shutdowns are still in place. Vets offices are 
on curbside pickup only.  Extended time 
there puts a strain on pet owners schedules. 
Surgeries have been delayed or eliminated.  
Smaller practices often do not have an 
on-site surgeon for advanced procedures. 
Advantages to guardians who are less 
mobile, have multiple pets, a job with odd 
hours, are also apparent.

The mobile veterinary care provided 
by two new practitioners to the WNC area 
solves a lot of these problems, while adding 
something extra. Dr. Leslie Dragon is“the 
vet who makes house calls”. From her well-
equipped van, this experienced practitioner 
provides all the basic services of an office 
vet, including wellness, vaccinations, labs, 
pharmacy, etc. – in your home.   See more 
at 4pawsmobileclinic.com.

Dr. Brett Wood has a unique service in 
that he brings his expertise not to your home, 
but to your family veterinarian, where your 
pet is comfortable. He is a Diplomate ACVS, 
the highest level Board Certified Surgeon 
with 20 years’ experience, and specializes 
in cancer and orthopedic surgery. See more  
at BlueRidgeVetSurgery.com.

Mobile Care is the Answer



1.  Microchip your pet and check 
your microchip information regularly to 
ensure it is up to date using a resource like 
foundanimals.org. If your pet has been 
micro-chipped, your chances of finding your 
pet as a stray increase dramatically. If micro-
chipping has not already been done, BRHS 
can help you get it done.

a.   Always walk your dog with a 
collar or harness that won’t slip off.

b.  Train your cat to be comfortable 
wearing a collar with contact info, even 
if they are indoors. Contact Blue Ridge 
Humane for more info on cat care.

c.  ID tags should contain your 
name, address, and phone number.

2.  Secure your home and yard.
a. Fix gaps in fences, secure 

window, and make sure doors close 
properly.

3. Register your pet on FindingRover.
com to help with facial recognition if 
they are lost and end up in a shelter.

4.  Make sure you have a clear and 
up-to-date photo of your pet.

5. Save the Lost Animal Text Line 
number - (833) 786-0730 - in your phone 
so it’s there when you or a friend need it: 

For more action steps and “how 
to” hints, visit the Resources page 
at blueridgehumane.org. If you have 
questions you can contact Blue Ridge 
Humane at help@blueridgehumane.
org. For lost or found pet help, email 
lostfound@blueridgehumane.org.

The Blue Ridge Humane Society 
(BRHS) has launched a new lost 

animal text line to further provide support 
for pet owners facing the unthinkable: a 
lost pet. 

Those who have a pet go missing 
can now text ‘LOST’ to (833) 786-
0730 and start receiving return texts 
almost immediately. The text messages, 
containing steps to take and resources for 
lost pets, will come in different intervals 
spread out across minutes, hours, and 
days until the lost pet’s owner text s 
‘STOP’.

The lost animal text line, launched 
in February 2021, is the latest action 
by BRHS ggto increase support and 
resources for pet owners. The program 
was inspired by the Lost2Found program 
at Front Street Animal Shelter - City of 
Sacramento, and created by Bobby Mann 
and Ryan Hinderman. The text line helps 
spread accurate and quick information 
to the public, with instant results at any 
time of day.  

The text line follows the creation of 
the Resource Counselor position and a 
deliberate focus on providing community 
pet owners support and assisting with 
animal intake diversion to keep a pet 
out of the animal shelter environment if 
possible. The position is filled by long-
time BRHS staff member Fawn Horton, 
who moved into the position over the 
summer of 2020. Fawn provides one-on-

one help to pet owners facing one of the 
most difficult situations—a lost pet, as 
well as other support and resources to 
keep pets with their loving owners. She 
also moderates the Blue Ridge Humane 
Society Lost & Found Pet Spotters 
Facebook group, helping match lost 
pet pleas to found animal posts. Fawn 
shares, “The best part of my role is 
playing Facebook detective and seeing 
animals being reunited quickly! The 
community really comes together for 
a lost (or found) animal and it’s really 
inspiring to see how many animal lovers 
live right around me!”

Under Fawn’s care, the Lost & 
Found group has grown in both size 
and activity. Since pet reunion tracking 
began in mid-2020, over 80 animals were 
reunited with their owners through the 
Facebook group. The success of crowd-
sourcing looking for a lost pet is seen 
in Marley’s story. Within 20 minutes of 
Marley’s owners posting that he was lost 
from their home in Hendersonville, a 
matching post from a benevolent finder 
was shared, and Marley was soon on his 
way back home.  “Our sweet boy Marley 
is back home thanks to our wonderful 
community!!!,” shared Debi, Marley’s 
mom, as she posted a photo to the group 
of Marley on his car ride back home. 

Pet owners can take proactive steps to 
increase the chances of a reunion if their 
pet goes missing:
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BRHS starts text line to help find lost pets

Call for your appointment today!  828-891-2547
FB elsabluek9connection • www.elsabluek9connection.com

Stop in to visit us at 20 Etowah Town Square,  
(off Hwy. 64/Brevard Rd).

Customer service is our top priority! 
Our team is well trained and experienced,  
and will treat your fur baby as our own!

A beautiful 15 minute drive from downtown Hendersonville!

Bathing

Nails

De-shedding

All Breed Grooming

Teeth Cleaning

Clipped/Ground
Hot Oil Treatments

Hand scissor cut
or Shave down

The Foothills Humane Society (FHS) has been 
awarded a $30,000 grant from the ASPCA® 

(The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
of Animals®) as part of its national ASPCA Relief 
and Recovery Initiative.

The program includes the provision of a 
minimum of $2 million in critical funding for animal 
welfare organizations whose programs, operations, 
or fundraising capabilities have been severely 
impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. The grant will 
help FHS fund essential lifesaving services such as 
basic operations, spay/neuter programs, adoption 
and fostering programs, and veterinary care - all 
programs proving to be crucial animal welfare 
services during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Operations haven’t stopped for us because of 
COVID-19,” said Bill Coleman, FHS Executive 
Director. “This funding has allowed us to reinstate 
our stray cat assistance program, which provides 
free spay/neuter surgeries to unowned cats in our 
community. We are also putting this funding towards 
medical expenses and maintaining operations.” 

In addition to the unprecedented challenges 
the COVID-19 pandemic has created for people, it 
is also putting animals at risk by straining essential 
owner and shelter resources,” said ASPCA 
President and CEO Matt Bershadker. “Considering 
the vital role pets play in our lives – especially in 
times of crisis and stress – it’s extremely important 
to safeguard their welfare as much as we can. We 
are grateful to the animal welfare community for 
stepping up, thinking creatively and courageously, 
and forging new paths to meet this need.”

FHS wins 
$30,000 grant



6  •  March/April 2021  •  Pet Gazette       

Convenient online reservations 
ADogsNightInn.com

A Dog's Night Inn
227 Lane Rd. Flat Rock, NC

828-595-9809

Dog Boarding

Foothills Humane Society (FHS) has ap-
pointed seven new members to their Board of 

Directors, including new President Tara Brannon 
(Tryon). She has been joined by Kathy Gruhn (Co-
lumbus), Rebecca Carr Hedges (Columbus), Beth 
Laughridge (Campobello), Eric Strauss (Tryon), 
Jim Wright (Tryon), and Caroline Young (Tryon).

All seven new members joined the FHS Board 
of Directors effective January 1, 2021. The newly 
elected are all esteemed regional leaders, selected 
to serve alongside an already impressive list of the 
community’s civic and business influencers to guide 
FHS into a successful future. Other members of the 
FHS Board of Directors include Diane Balding, 
DVM (Inman), Becky Barnes (Charleston), Kathy 
Toomey (Tryon), and Barbara Claussen (Colum-
bus). Like those who are joining them, these sitting 
FHS Board members have records of success in a 
diversity of professional and personal activities.

Four new staff members have also joined the 
FHS team since the fall of 2020. Staff members are 
the cornerstone of FHS and are led by new Execu-
tive Director, Bill Coleman. Together, the staff and 
board contribute to the continued growth and suc-
cess of FHS’s inspiring and life-saving mission.

“It is an exciting time at FHS with a new, expe-
rienced executive director at the helm; a dedicated 
staff providing comprehensive care; and a talented 
board of directors steering the organization to suc-
cess,” Bannon said. “Together we aim to make the 
Foothills a safe and happy home for the pets and 
people we serve,” she added.

New staff, board 
members at  

Foothills Humane
The Blue Ridge Humane Society (BRHS) 

has expanded its free pet food giveaway 
schedule for 2021. 
Community Outreach staff will host two give-
aways each month for pet owners who need 
food.

The March giveaways will be on Monday, 
the 8th at 88Centipede Lane, Hendersonville 
and Saturday, the 27th at the Boys and Girls 
Club, 1304 Ashe Street, Hendersonville. BRHS 
will also provide food and support for the Inter-
faith Assistance Ministry’s Drive-Thru on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month.

Cat and dog food will be distributed on a first 
come, first served basis as supplies last to those 
in need or affected by COVID-19 problems or 
disruptions.. Social distancing and protective 
measures will be taken by all staff and the pub-
lic is asked to do the same during the drive-thru 
pick-up. Masks will be required during pick-up. 

Since June 2020, BRHS has hosted month-
ly distributions that provided pet food for the 
community in response to COVID-19 problems 
and disruptions. BRHS free giveaways have fed 
over 2,800 pets. BRHS has also provided over 
30,000 pounds of pet food to local food banks 
through its community outreach programs, 
which have seen a 30 percent increase in de-
mand for pet food assistance.

Pet owners in need of food but unable to at-
tend the pick-up should call or text the BRHS  
helpline at (828) 393-5832.

BRHS Begins 
2021 Pet Food 

Giveaways

 true
canine education Connection

We help you and your  
dog develop skills to live a 

peaceful, happy life  
together.

• Gentle, effective training methods 
• From basic manners to problem behaviors
• Private and personalized for you and  
    your dog

Don’t wait another day!  Call Jennifer at 828-329-2852

www.trueconnectioncanine.com    Email: trueconnectioncanine@gmail.com

Jennifer King, CPDT-KA



We are a nation of overweight and obese 
humans and dogs. Seventy percent (70%) 

of Americans and fifty percent (50%) of our dog 
companions fall into this category. That is seven 
out of ten people and one of two dogs who tip the 
scales in this unhealthy red-zone. Is there an easy, 
practical solution to this 
health epidemic?

Scientific studies  
have proven 
countless times that 
regular physical 
exercise improves 
health. Although 
having the best 
intentions, many people 
struggle to stick with 
fitness programs. One 
big problem is squeezing 
regularly scheduled 
fitness classes into hectic 
personal schedules. 
Unfortunately, these 
scheduling conflicts can 
actually cause stress 
instead of relieving 
it. The solution is to fit 
exercise around your 
busy schedule, rather than trying to fit your busy 
schedule around exercise.

The secret to your fitness success may be 
as simple as regularly walking your dog. Not 
surprising, those who walk their dogs for as little 
as 30 minutes daily significantly lower the risk 

of many diseases, including obesity. Moreover, 
humans who regularly associate with dogs 
experience reduced stress and anxiety, lowered 
blood pressure, improved overall heart health, 
relief from depression and enhanced self-esteem, 
just to name a few observable health benefits. 
Their companionship provides a sense of courage 

and confidence for those 
less than comfortable in 
social situations.

Health benefits of 
regular exercise are not 
just for humans. Regular 
walks and workouts will 
nourish the heart, mind 
and soul of humans and 
dogs alike. Investing 
time and energy in your 
dog will give you a 
friend, companion and 
workout partner who 
exemplifies motivation 
and perseverance to 
keep you going, even in 
the toughest times.

This article first 
appeared in the July 

2015 issue of PetGazette 
and is reprinted in support 

of April’s Canine Fitness Month. Kathryn R. 
Gubista, PhD, offers concierge dog training 
through Lucky Dog Training and has over 30 
years of dog training experience in disciplines 
including obedience, tracking, agility, 
sheepherding, dock diving and fieldwork. 
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Walk dog, get fit.
by Kathryn R. Gubista

ADVERTISING AND 
PROMOTIONAL 

PACKAGES

We have advertising and 
promotion  

packages to suit  
every budget. For more 

information on  
advertising or starting a  
Pet Gazette in your area, 
please contact our office 

at  
828-633-1348  

or  
publisher.petgazette 

@gmail.com

PetGazette

(828) 645-3338 

148 Weaverville Highway • North Asheville

We offer full service  
pet grooming that not only leaves 

your pet fresh and clean, 
but pampers them 

with a pet make over! 

Asheville’s favorite 
pet grooming  salon!

We have 37 year of 
combined experience and lots of 

wagging tails to show for it!

Call today 
for your 

appointment!

www.petgroomerasheville.com

Ask us about early drop off and late pick up 

Kathryn R. Gubista taking  
her own advice.



Socializing your new puppy
intereacting with strange dogs. Do you 
force a three-year-old human child to 
interact with every person you meet 
on the street? No? Then why set that 
expectation for your dog?  A dog that 
thinks it must exuberantly interact with 
every dog it sees is at higher risk of 
getting attacked by strange dogs, with 
the unfortunate consequence that your 
dog may become 
a g g r e s s i v e . 
Let’s manage 
expectations and 
not set our dogs 
up for failure. 

When I 
brought Toke 
home, I gave him 
a few days to 
settle in. Then we explored the world. 
I took him to meet friends at various 
offices (always calling for permission 
first). We visited a friend whose two 
adults goldens are known for being 
good puppy raisers. We did walks in the 
woods and 
e x p l o r e d 
new things. 
We walked 
in town 
w h e r e 
he could 
see and 
hear new 
sounds. At 
all times, I 
carried his 
favorite toy 
and plenty 
of yummy 
treats to 
reward him 
for being brave. At the beginning of 
the week, he was timid, not wanting to 
approach new people. By the end of the 
week, he ran to people who were not 
wearing masks but thinking first before 
deciding a masked person was ok. By 
the end of the second-week people 
were fabulous but cars are still a bit 
scary. 

When we are out and about, he is 
not allowed to meet with every person 

Puppies are not born being good 
citizens. We must teach them how 

to interact with the world. On a good 
day, dog breeders and puppy raisers 
will introduce young puppies to various 
people, sights, sounds, and experiences. 
Social distancing and quarantining 
at home have made this task rather 
tricky, so 
new puppy 
o w n e r s 
f i n d 
themselves 
w i t h 
add i t iona l 
challenges.

I 
brought a 
new puppy 
home last 
m o n t h . 
His name 
is Toke. 
He came 
from an 
exceptional breeder who does an 
outstanding job of raising puppies, 
but Covid challenged even her. Toke 
needs more work and patience than I 
would typically have with a new pup. 
Luckily, he has a solid temperament 
and is not rattled easily by new things, 
so socializing this little guy will be fun 

and rewarding.
What is socializing? It may not be 

what you think it is. Socializing in the 
context of dogs is teaching your dog to 
be a good citizen. It means they can walk 
down the street and not want to jump 
all over every person and every dog 
they meet. They know how to behave 
in public. Things like cars driving by 

and sudden 
sounds do 
not faze 
t h e m . 
They will 
lie under 
tables at 
res taurants 
and be good 
companions 
for you 
when you 
are out 
and about.  
Socializing 
is not 
s e t t i n g 

the expectation that your dog must 
exuberantly greet every dog and person 
he sees. It is not going to the dog 
park where you cannot control what 
dogs your puppy interacts with. Dogs, 
including puppies, are pack animals. 
The whole wide world is not their pack. 

Most dogs would prefer not 
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we see, only those that I want him to 
meet. We do not allow him to meet 
strange dogs, only dogs that I know. 
He is encouraged to ignore and walk 
past people and dogs unless given 
permission to say hello. Luckily my 
two adult dogs are good role models 
for how he should behave. I do want 
to insert a word of caution – a puppy’s 

immune system 
is not built up, so 
be very careful of 
where you take 
your pup and, at 
all times, keep 
them safe.  

Toke will 
someday compete 
in obedience 

trials and any other fun activity that 
we decide to do together. I set up a 
FB page called the Golden Dog Patch 
where you can watch his journey 
and see what goes into making a 
performance competition dog. I should 

caveat this 
by stating 
that I am 
not the best 
trainer, and 
my dogs and 
I are not top 
compet i to r s .  
I don’t do 
this for the 
ribbons. I 
train my dogs 
because we 
both enjoy 
the time 
together. 

Socializing is an essential first step 
in Toke’s future and for the future of 
any good canine citizen. 

Susan  M.  Young  i s  a  long 
s tand ing  Ashev i l l e  Rea l  Es ta t e 
Broker  and  has  been  ac t i ve  in  dog 
spor t s  w i th  her  Go lden  Re t r i ever s 
fo r  over  20  years .  She  can  be 
reached  th rough  her  webs i t e  
a t  www.SusanMYoung .com.

by Susan Young   

“Most dogs would 
prefer not interacting 
with strange dogs.”

 
 Opportunity is waiting 

for you! 

This fabulous boarding 
kennel is looking for a new 

owner to take over!  
2 Kennel Buildings,  
3 bedroom house 

6+ acres 
Full Details at: 

www.NCBoardingKennel.com 
Exclusively Marketed by Susan M.Young 

828-273-9108 * susanyoung.avlrealtor@gmail.com 

facebook.com/aloftasheville

Aloft Asheville Downtown
51 Biltmore Avenue
Asheville, North Carolina 28801

Enjoy our pet friendly bar
We are the premier fido friendly place to grab a
drink and take in the sights of downtown.We
have 8 taps pouring the best of local brews, a
wide variety of craft cocktails and light bites to
enjoy while overlooking Biltmore Avenue. Open
daily at 1pm!

Furry
Friends

©2014 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preferred
Guest, SPG, Aloft and their logos are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts
Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates. For full terms and conditions, visit
www.alofthotels.com



Breed Profile 
Belgian Sheepdog

•  We understand how important it is to you 
that your pet receives the best veterinary care 
possible at a reasonable price. 

David Vigee, DVM

Compassionate Care
 for your Best Friend

Please visit our website for more  
information about our unique practice:  

www.ashevillevetassociates.com. 

We are proud to welcome these talented veterinarians to our staff:  
Dr. Elaine Klesius, Dr. Teresa Warstler, Dr. Michelle Dunleavy, Dr. Amy Pruitt

1275 Sweeten Creek Rd, Asheville, NC 28803 • (828) 274-0646
 50 New Leicester Hwy, Asheville, NC 28806 • (828) 253-0451

Full service Hospital:  
•  Wellness 
•  Preventive Medicine
•  Surgery and Dentistry               
•  Digital Xray
•  Endoscopy                                                                   
•  State-of-the-art  
    Lab Equipment

Take advantage of our National Dental Month discount of  
$50 off your pet’s dental cleaning.  

Available now, from January through February.

the Belgian Tervueren has a long coat any 
color other than black, and the Belgian 
Laekenois has a wire coat. It is also the 
only one of the four Belgian Shepherds 
not recognized for AKC competitions.

The males of 
Belgian Sheepdogs/
Groenendaels are 
about 24-26 inches 
tall at the withers 
and weigh between 
55 and 75 pounds.  
The females are 
22-24 inches at 
the withers and 
weigh 45 to 60 
pounds. Both dogs 
and bitches live 12 
to 14 years. The 
Groenendael was 
first recognized by 
the AKC as Belgian 
Sheepdogs and 
members of the 
Working Grouop 
in 1912. After the 
overall Belgian 
Shepherd breed was 

split into three separate breeds in 1959, 
the newly recognized breeds were placed 
in the Herding Group.

Reshef says that in addition to their 

Those who are looking for a highly 
intelligent, active, always alert 

dog devoted to his master’s person and 
property would find it hard to adopt a 
better breed than a Belgian Shepherd. On 
the other hand, those looking for a furry 
couch potato should look elsewhere.

Moshe Reshef is an Asheville breeder 
of Belgian Sheepdogs who says, flat 
out, that his breed is not for everyone. 
That’s probably why the breed ranks 
only 125th in popularity, based on the 
number of American Kennel Club (AKC) 
registrations, out of 197 breeds in total 
that the organization recognizes. “It’s not 
a good breed for a first-time dog owner,” 
Reshef says. He also mentions, with a 
smile that can be seen in his eyes even 
when his mouth is covered by a COVID 
mask, “If you don’t keep them busy, they 
will create their own entertainment.” 
Then he lets you envision for yourself  
just what they might get into.

Happily, Belgian Sheepdogs love to 
be kept busy. They have a combination of  
intelligence, high energy and determination 
to successfully complete whatever task set 
for them. That has made them perfectly 
suited for their work with police officers 
and the military, and in search and rescue 
operations. In less serious roles, they 
excel in agility, tracking and obedience 

competitions. And, as one would expect 
of a dog called a Sheepdog and listed in 
the Herding group by the AKC, Belgian 
Sheepdogs are great at protecting herds 
of sheep. Even though that’s not their 
primary occupation 
anymore, that is 
their heritage, and 
the job for which 
they have been 
bred for hundreds 
of years,  

B e l g i a n 
Sheepdogs, in 
fact, are known in 
most of the world 
as simply one of 
four varieties of 
an overall  breed 
called Belgian 
Shepherds. The 
bodies are basically 
the same, but the 
coats vary in length, 
color and texture. 
In the United 
States, however, 
the American 
Kennel Club lists each variety as a 
separate breed. The Belgian Sheepdog, or 
Groenendael, has a long black coat; the 
Belgian Malinois has a short brown coat; 
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physical capabilities and admirable 
characters, Belgian Sheepdogs have 
other attributes that endear them to their 
owners. For one thing, they are not into 
barking without reason, and once the 
reason stops, the barking stops. (Note: 
When this writer went to visit Reshef 
, the dogs in the kennel barked when I 
got to his front door. Once he came and 
let me in, they knew I was an approved 
visitor and they stopped barking. They 
had done their job.) Another attribute 
of Belgian Sheepdogs, according to 
Reshef, is that they are relatively low 
maintenance. He recommends a good 
brushing a couple of times a week, which 
he says is comparatively simple to do. 
That’s because the Gruenendael’s coats 
basically don’t matt and repel water and 
dirt. And, as an added bonus, they don’t 
produce that ever-so-intoxicating eau de 
wet dog odor familiar to retriever and 
spaniel owners.

To sum up: Belgian Sheepdogs are 
not for everyone. But their good looks, 
intelligence, energy and loyalty could 
make them right for a lot of active, 
outdoor-oriented  dog lovers. Readers 
who think a Belgian Sheepdog might be 
right for them can find out more at akc.
org/dogbreeds, or Reshef’s website, 
blackgoldbelgians.net.

  TOYS AND ACCESSORIES
  COLLARS, LEASHES, AND HARNESSES
  FOOD, TREATS AND SUPPLEMENTS
  TRAINING CLASSES AND SUPPLIES

(828)  513-1131  •   401 Kanuga Road,  Hendersonvi l le ,  NC 28739  •   barkersanonymous.com

Find your pot of gold  
where the rainbow ends at 

Barkers Anonymous!
Slide down the  
rainbow into our fun  

photo booth  
to make lasting memories!

Photo booth is themed for St. Patrick’s Day through 3/17/21 and then for Easter through 4/4/21. 

THE CANINE JEWEL OF HENDERSONVILLE
for all of your dog or cat needs!

Black Gold Fabulous Frank “Frankie” 



Getting to Know your Local Rescue: 
Rusty’s Legacy Shelter Dog Transport Alliance

Referral Animal Hospital, P.A.

1 Atkins Street, Arden, NC 28704
Voice: (828) 684.0019   Fax: (828) 684.4808

www.wcvs.org

Nurturing the  
Human-Animal  
Bond...with  
State-of-the-art Care

Board-certified  
Veterinary Surgeon
Serving the Tri-state  
area since 2000
Orthopedic Surgery
Neurosurgery
General Surgery
Minimally Invasive  
Surgery

•

•

•
•
•
•

Dr. David T. Crouch

Second, due to their unique relationships 
with northern rescue outlets, ALL dogs get to 
find homes; not just the “perfect” dogs and 
puppies, but also special needs and mother 
dogs too (usually the first ones in shelters to 
be euthanized). The Shelter Dog Transport 

Alliance knows where 
all the dogs end up 
and receives updates, 
despite the distance of a 
thousand or more miles. 

Third, two of the 
SDTA shelters have 
moved to No-Kill, with 
a live release rate of 
over 90% in 2020. But 
this success has led to a 
unique wish list. 

The SDTA could 
very much use a second 
transport van to help 
shelter cats and kittens. 
One area shelter has to 
euthanize 12-20 cats/
kittens a day, including 
mother cats and nursing 
babies simply due to 

lack of space. The Transport Alliance has 
outlets for these cats in the north but lacks 
both the second vehicle and drivers to get them 
up there. Dedicated and trustworthy drivers 
are needed to help make these life-saving 
trips north happen. And the SDTA could  
use funding. 

A sad reality of animal shelters is the need to 
sometimes euthanize otherwise adoptable 

animals due to lack of space. Shelter workers 
try to make each adoptable pet viable to the 
public, but the fact remains that there are 
usually more pets than available homes. 

Programs including utilizing foster homes, 
public education, stronger adopting incentives, 
and more creative adoptive methods reduce the 
need for euthanizations. But the need cannot 
be totally eliminated. However, in 2020, the 
Shelter Dog Transport Alliance (SDTA) was 
initiated as an extension of 501(c 3) Rusty’s 
Legacy Animal Rescue in Marion. Natasha 
Kush, Transport Director, spearheaded this 
initiative. Equipped with a Ram Promaster 
cargo van, money raised to purchase sturdy pet 
transport carriers, and high expectations, the 
team has made a huge impact (1,700 animals 
saved so far and counting!) for shelter animals 
in twelve area counties.

Their goal is simple: let no shelter in 
their alliance ever need to euthanize for lack  
of space.

Sometimes a dog in a shelter and languish 
weeks or months. They may simply be older, 
missing a leg or eye, have medical needs, or 
just not be “winsome” enough. Other times 
there is just not enough time to find the right 
family before their shelter fills up. 

The SDTA contacts shelters weekly to 
assess each facility’s greatest needs. The 

Alliance has two launch sites—one in Marion 
and one in Asheville. Once those dogs slated 
for travel pass veterinary checks, they are 
loaded into a climate-controlled cargo van and 
driven through the night to eagerly awaiting 
northern rescues.

Strict spay/
neuter laws and other 
progressive animal 
welfare measures in 
northern states have 
created a shortage 
of adoptable dogs. 
Meanwhile the south 
still has overcrowding 
issues. The SDTA has 
successfully bridged that 
gap by linking rescues in 
NY, PA, NH, NJ, and DE 
with over a dozen WNC 
and surrounding shelters 
in need. And they bring 
some unique rewards to 
their program:

First, they do not 
charge a transport fee 
to either side, but they 
take 100% of the money the northern states 
pay in pull fees and return it to the local county 
shelters. To date, this has amounted to over 
$34,500 returned to our local county shelters 
and rescues (Just since March 2020). They are 
the only known transport program that returns 
funds to area shelters.
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It costs about $450 to run an entire transport, 
which includes gas, tolls, health certificates by 
a mobile vet who assesses each animal before 
it can travel, and other travel necessities. 
Natasha and the group do not take a salary, 
nor do they have grant writers, or receive 
government funding. Instead, they rely solely 
on donations. The SDTA will help—as a free 
service—any county shelter in need, whether it 
is in NC, GA, TN, SC or VA. If a shelter is full, 
and struggling, the Transport Alliance is there 
to help prevent any loss of life. Any rescue or 
shelter just needs to please reach out. 

To contact the Shelter Dog Transportation 
Alliance, whether you are an individual wanting 
to volunteer, or a shelter in need, please use 
their website at shelterdogtransportalliance.
com  or their Facebook page at facebook.com/
shelterdogtransportalliance. 
Ryan Jo Summers is a local author and animal 
advocate. She has worked in the professional pet care 
industry for more than thirty years in both business 
and non-profit sectors. Her home is a haven to a 
menagerie of rescued animals of various species. To 
find out more about Ryan’s writing and her pets visit 
her website at ryanjosummers.com or her Facebook 
pages facebook.com/RyanJoSummersAuthor and  
facebook.com/ryanjosummers. 
“Getting to Know your Local Rescues” is an 
on-going series highlighting WNC animal 
rescue groups. Any organization interested 
in being featured is invited to contact Ryan 
Jo at ryanjosummers.com and use the  
‘Contact’ tab. 

Buckwheat, an SDTA rescue now 
living the good life up north.

by Ryan Jo Summers     



I did the first visit, I started playing 
relaxing cat music on my phone (from 
a YouTube channel) immediately upon 
arriving.  The cat came out to greet me 
and cautiously let me pet him.  I spent 
a little time sending him Reiki (healing 
energy) on that visit.  

On the second visit, he was 
affectionate, let me pet him, and we 

played with 
his toys. I sent 
him a little 
more Reiki 
and continued 
to play the 
r e l a x i n g 
music.  By 
the next 
visit, he not 
only greeted 
me when I 
arrived, let me 
pet him and 
played, but 
he climbed in 
my lap and 
let me brush 
him while 
he purred.  I 
believe that 
the calming 
music and 
the healing 
energy helped 
the cat feel 

calmer and 
less stressed, 
so he was able 

to let his guard down, let go of his fear 
and let me in. And I make a point when 
sitting for scared or hesitant animals to 
approach them very gently and talk to 
and reassure them calmly. (Of course, 
I’m sure it helped that I fed him too.)             

Another new client with two cats 
who were former ferals had also recently 
moved to the area. The client warned me 
that the cats were scared of people and 
that they would likely stay in hiding when 
I was there.  I played relaxing music and 
sent them Reiki on the first visit. One of 
them timidly peeked his head out from 
under the bed and came out hesitantly 
and sniffed my hand.  By the second 
visit, he let me pet him, played with me 
with a cat toy, and took treats from me.

Most animals love Reiki and respond 
to it well. It can be calming and helpful 
for pets with separation anxiety or those 
who tend to be fearful and stressed. I’m 
grateful to be a Reiki practitioner and 
be able to offer it to scared, stressed 
animals. And I’m honored when they 
trust me. If you’re interested in learning 
more about animal Reiki, you can look 
on my website, familypetcareofasheville.
com and click on the Additional  
Services tab.

Julie Davis is a pet sitter and 
dog walker with Family Pet Care  
of Asheville

The animals I’ve had the honor to care 
for never cease to amaze, surprise 

and amuse me and most importantly 
warm my heart. Here are more of my 
experiences:
Encounter with a Snake

It’s important when walking dogs 
to always be 
aware of what 
they come 
into contact 
with. One day 
I was walking 
two dogs 
down the 
road they live 
on, and they 
were happily 
exploring and 
sniffing in the 
brush beside 
the road.  The 
next thing I 
knew they 
s p o t t e d 
and headed 
toward a black 
snake.  They 
wagged their 
tails and 
acted like 
they wanted 
to play with 
this newly 
d i s c o v e r e d 

creature.  Luckily, I saw the snake and 
pulled them away from it before they 
engaged with it.  

I don’t know a lot about snakes, but I 
don’t think it would have wanted to play 
with the dogs.  Although this particular 
type of snake is usually harmless, I 
wouldn’t want dogs I was walking to 
get bitten.  And there are other snakes 
in the area that aren’t harmless, like 
copperheads.  Last fall I kept hearing 
about copperhead sightings in people’s 
yards, so I was extra careful with the 
dogs I walked and kept them from going 
into leaves that had fallen on the ground 
where copperheads could be hiding.  
Luckily, we didn’t encounter any  
of those. 
 Calming Scared Cats

I started sitting for a client who 
had adopted a cat from a shelter a few 
months before I met them and had 
recently moved to the area.  Both of 
those events can be major stressors for 
pets, especially cats, who generally 
don’t like change. The client warned me 
that her cat was scared and might not 
come out from under the bed when I  
was visiting.  

In fact, when I did the meet and 
greet, the orange tabby stayed under 
the bed.  He was still acclimating to his 
new home and new family and he was 
stressed about all the change.  When 
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Adventure in Pet Sitting

• We are accepting new  
clients in Fletcher and 
parts of Hendersonville

• Established in 2006 
• Bonded & InsuredCall (828) 215 -2353 or visit us at 

www.whileyoureawaypetsit.com 

While You’re Away
House & Pet Sitting

While You’re Away
House & Pet Sitting

www.LaurasKittyKare.com  
LauraFrohling@gmail.com • txt: 828-489-8009

So take that getaway.  
We’ll take care of Kitty.

You deserve to take a vacation, while your 
cats stay safely cared for at home!

We offer a worry free  
Holistic Approach for your Cat & Home:

Call me for an initial  
free consultation:   

828-489-8009

Laura’sKitty Kare
of Flat Rock

• Daily play with her favorite toys
• or, Check that Kitty is ok in his 

hiding place
• Food, water, litterbox, 

treats, general wellbeing,etc.
• Your home:  mail, adjust lights, 

run water, newspaper,  
package deliveries  
- what do you need?

Laura 
Frohling

Owner

by Julie Davis

Would-be playmates 
 for black snake.

March 1-7 is  
Professional  
Pet Sitters  

Week



AKC dog shows moved to April 10-11,  
held outdoors at Ag Center.

Show including Sweepstakes, Veteran 
Sweepstakes and Gun Dog Sweepstakes 
on Sunday. There will also be puppy 
competitions on Sunday.  

Show participants will enter the 
Ag Center through Gate 7, off Airport 
Road. Volunteers from local Boy Scout 
troops and the general public will direct 
them to appropriate parking areas. All 
human participants must wear masks 
at all times. Masks and hand sanitizer 
will be available for those without 
them. All entrants must sign a COVID 
waiver each day and wear the bracelet 
they will be given after doing so. 

Show chairperson Moshe Reshef, a 
breeder himself, will not be participating 
as a competitor in the shows. “I will 
have enough to do without showing,” 
he said. Then he added that he was 
proud of the efforts the Asheville 
Kennel Club has made with outreach to 
the Asheville community.  He pointed 
out that all proceeds from the sales of 
the show catalogs would be contributed 
to the AKC Outreach fund used to help 
dogs and dog owners in need. 

To reduce the chances of spreading 
the COVID-19 virus, judges will award 
ribbons to winning dogs, owners and 
handlers as they exit, in place of the 
traditional photographing of winners  
on a platform. 

Asheville Kennel Club (AKC) has 
rescheduled and reconfigured 

its annual two all-breed conformance 
competitions to comply with pandemic 
related health safety regulations. As in 
the past, the shows, usually held in late 
May or early June, are sanctioned by 
the parent American Kennel Club.

Because the popular shows are 
categorized as sporting events under 
North Carolina pandemic regulations, 
they will be closed to the general public. 
Only participants will be admitted.

The 2021 shows will be held on 
Saturday, April 10 and Sunday, April 
11, 2021 on the grass and under tents in 
front of the Virginia C. Boone building 
in the Ag Center complex. The shows 
will run from 7am to 8pm each day in 
14 rings under canvas. Compared to 
past years, hours have been extended 
both morning and night and rings and 
judges added to accommodate the 
expected large number of entries within 
just two days of completion.

Recent AKC conformation 
competitions at the WNC Ag Center 
had drawn up to 800 daily entrants. 
But the 2021 shows have established a 
limit of 2000 entrants per day! That’s 
because other clubs in the southeast 
have cancelled their shows for this 
year, as the AKC did in 2020. With 

fewer venues available in which dogs, 
handlers and owners can compete for 
championship points, the number of 
entrants at each available site grows 
dramatically.  

The Blue Ridge Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel Club will host a 
concurrent Specialty competition on 
both Saturday and Sunday, as will 
the Dalmatian Club of the Piedmont. 
In addition, the Sandlapper Golden 
Retriever Club will host a Specialty 
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Rhodesian Ridgeback strutting her  
stuff  at past AKC competition.
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