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This issue is dedicated 
to our late  
Editor, Jim Marks. 
Read some of his best  
writing on the eclectic 
subjects he loved to 
cover over the past  
ten years.
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Best of Jim
Remembrance 

Remington

He was way more than the Vice President 
of Customer Relations for PetGazette.  

He was our emperor of exuberance, our 
pharaoh of fun, and our king of comedy. His 
favorite phrases were “don’t sweat the small 
stuff”, “don’t worry, be happy”, and “life is 
good”.

Remmy – we generally used his nickname, 
since he was an informal kind of guy – adopted 
us at a vet’s office. His foster father brought 
him in and unleashed him, tennis ball in 
mouth, of course. (He was, after all, a Golden 
Retriever.) He leapt up on the reception area 
counter, briefly surveyed the waiting room, 
then leapt off the counter, sprung across 
the room, and jumped into the empty chair 
between Carol and me. He had clearly decided 
that we were his people, and he was right.

He enjoyed food, but loved fun. At dinner 
time in our house we had serious competition 
for our food and/or our attention. Rosie, our 
Shih-Tzu/terrorist and Vice President of 
Credits and Collections, would sit, looking 
up with that Oliver Twist, “more gruel 
please” look, occasionally shuffling her feet 
and letting out a plaintive whine. Remmy, 
in contrast, would perform what we came to 
call “the dinnertime frolic”. He would pick 
up a tennis ball from the floor, or the dog’s 
toy bowl on the kitchen floor, toss it around 
a bit, then come and show it to me – as if I 
hadn’t noticed. “I have a ball,” he would say. 
“Want to play ball? It’s more fun than food.”  
Then he would turn and bound back into the 
living room, hoping I would leave my dinner 
and follow him. I never did, but he never  
stopped frolicking. 

Remmy loved to tease Rosie, who often 
attacked him for no apparent reason. Maybe 
she was just getting even for an earlier tease. 
In any case, his routine was to look at us with 
an expression that clearly said, “Watch me 
make her crazy”. Then he would grab a tennis 
ball and start playing with it. It was perfectly 
clear, especially to Rosie, that he was saying, 
“See this, Rosie? This is the best tennis ball 
in the world. There are other tennis balls, 
but this is the BEST tennis ball. And I have 
it and you don’t.”  Rosie, of course, would 
fall for it every time, and try to take it from 

him, issuing frustrated barks between efforts. 
Remmy never showed any anger at her, and 
would simply hold on until he couldn’t take 
her barking anymore. Then he would let the 
ball go and blessed silence would again reign. 

Golden Retrievers are one of the five most 
popular breeds in America, in part because 
they are so intelligent. Remmy certainly helped 
maintain that reputation for smarts. I was 
blown away one day when I saw him go to the 
toy bowl and try to get out his preferred tennis 
ball. It was wedged in tightly, impossible to 
get his mouth around and yank out. So, instead 
of continuing to pull fruitlessly, or giving up, 
he calmly removed some of the other, more 
accessible toys, thus freeing the object of 
his desires. My only disappointment was 
that he didn’t put the unwanted toys back in  
the bowl. 

Until arthritic hips started bothering him, 
he would greet us with a big wag and a tennis 
ball every time we returned from an outing. 
After the arthritis started, he would remain 
lying on the living room sofa – he could get 
up there ‘til the end – but still give us a big  
of his long, feathered tail. And speaking of 
sofas: Remmy felt that his main job, besides 
bringing joy to our home, was to keep the sofa 
from being stolen by interlopers, or blown 
away by a mountain wind coming in through 
the window.  He did that job perfectly. Thanks 
totally to him, we’re sure, our sofa was never 
stolen nor blown away.    

Like so many Golden Retrievers, 
Remmy loved the car. But unlike some 
I have known, Remmy forgave me if I 
went out in the car without him. When he 
did join me, he made friends wherever we 
went. It was perfectly normal for me to 
return to the car from some errand and find 
Remmy, head out the window, being petted 
by some total stranger. He was a complete 
love sponge. 

We’ll probably adopt a new retriever, or 
perhaps a doodle, in a few months. And we’re 
pretty sure he or she will turn out to be a very 
good Vice President of Customer Relations. 
But no matter how good, he or she won’t  
be Remmy. 

Jim Marks is the editor of PetGazette and 
a near-lifelong Golden Retriever ownee.

by Jim Marks

Most of us are familiar with Guide Dogs which 
help visually impaired or blind people 

move safely around a home or a community. 
These familiar servants are usually Labs, Goldens 
or German Shepherds, but they can be any even-
tempered, sturdy, medium or large dog.

We know, too, about military K-9 Corps 
dogs. We might not know them personally, but 
we have been told about their service sniffing out 
explosives and IEDs in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We 
also know about drug sniffing dogs used by local, 
state and federal law enforcement officers to detect 
illegal drugs that a mere human might miss. 

But those above-noted tasks are just a few 
of the things dogs do for us, just a few of the 
ways they serve. There are at least eight other 
ways dogs serve individuals, as explained by 
Kathy Hollingsworth, Associate Director at  
Disability Partners.
Brace/Mobility Support Dogs (BMSD). 
These dogs provide counterbalancing or bracing 
for partners whose disability causes balance 
problems. Many BMSDs also retrieve, open/close 
doors, or assist in other ways by performing tasks 
necessary to day-to-day living or to get through an  
emergency situation.
Diabetic Alert Dogs (DADs). These lifesavers 
alert their handler to potentially fatal blood sugar 
highs and lows. (That’s probably why they are also 
known as Blood Sugar Alert Dogs). Many DADs 
are even trained to call 911 on a special K-9 Alert 
Phone if their partner cannot be roused. 
Hearing Dogs. Their job is to alert their deaf 
handler to environmental sounds for which they 
have been specifically trained. These include, but 

Eight Other Ways Dogs Serve
are not limited to, doorbells, alarms, knocking, 
cars, phones or their name.
Medical Alert Dogs (MADs).  They use their 
keen sensory perception to alert their handler to 
dangerous physiological changes such as blood 
pressure, hormone levels, or other verifiable, 
measurable bodily symptoms. Note: All DADs 
are Medical Alert Dogs, but not all Medical Alert 
Dogs are DADs.
Medical Assistance Dogs.  Special training 
to perform a specific, mitigating task for their 
handler is what sets these dogs apart. “Medical 
Assistance Dog” tends to be a catch-all category 
for a service dog that doesn’t “fit” anywhere else. 
Handlers also often use it to avoid going into 
detail about the disability the dog helps with. 
Psychiatric Service Dogs (PSDs). Their job 
is to assist their handler with a psychiatric 
disability such as anxiety, depression, or PTSD by 
performing specific, trained tasks. In the Asheville 
area, Warrior Service Dogs helps connect Iraq 
and Afghan veterans with service dogs. (See 
PetGazette December 2012-January 2013, or go 
to www.warriorservicedogs.org for details.)
Seizure Response Dogs.  They react to their 
handler’s seizures by retrieving medication, 
utilizing deep pressure stimulation to end a 
seizure early, fetch a nearby person to help or call 
911, or perform other tasks for which they were 
specifically trained.

Wheelchair Assistance Dogs.  These helpful 
canines retrieve dropped objects, open doors, 
retrieve the phone, help with transfers, or do 
anything else their partner may need. Many may 
wear a special harness to help pull a chair or to 
open a door.

by Jim Marks

Supporting K-9 veterans 
Like many of their human colleagues, 

K-9 veterans of America’s wars return 
from combat with all kinds of injuries – both 
physical and psychological. They might, for 
example, be suffering from the loss of a limb, 
or an eye, or their hearing. Or they might be 
suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.   
(Yes, dogs can get PTSD.) Or they could be 
getting too old for K-9 service, or have hip 
dysplasia or debilitating allergies that even 
civilian dogs get. 

But whatever their problem, returning K-9 
veterans need homes and care and love. They 
often get all those things from their handlers, 
when their handlers are in a position to provide 
them. The bond between handler and dog is 
strong, so handlers get first shot at taking their 
dog home. When handlers can adopt their  
K-9 colleagues, they usually do. Sometimes, 
though, they can’t. A military reassignment, 
or a family situation, might make it impossible 
for the handler to adopt his dog. Then what?

The next option is to offer the dog to 
law enforcement organizations. Many of 
the skills the dog mastered in its K-9 service 
– bomb sniffing, drug sniffing, search and 
rescue – would be of great use to police or 
sheriffs’ departments around the country, or 
to many federal law enforcement agencies. 
But sometimes age, injury or other medical 
problem make further K-9 service impossible. 
What then?

The third option is to find a new home 
for the dog through an adoption program at 

Lackland Air Force Base, which has an 
adoption application form on its website. 
Many individuals and families, both military 
and civilian, would love to adopt a K-9 
veteran. They know that they will be getting 
a dog that is well trained, and they like the 
idea of helping out a veteran, even though it 
is four-footed. The demand for K-9 veterans is 
so strong that it often can take two years for an 
adopting family to be matched with a dog that 
all agree is just right for their situation.

Once adopted, the K-9 veteran can have 
another problem: cost. Lance or Suzy might 
require extensive veterinary care, often on an 
ongoing basis, that would break the budget for 
many adoptive families. That’s where Combat 
Canines comes in .The non-profit organization 
was founded by Sergeant Chloe Wells to help 
K-9 adopting families defray the sometimes 
huge costs of caring for their veteran dog. 
Wells started the organization after adopting 
her own K-9 veteran, Doc, a Belgian Malinois. 
Doc suffers from K-9 PTSD caused by a near-
miss mortar explosion that threw Doc and his 
handler 300 feet through the air. 

Wells points out that, unlike their human 
comrades, K-9 veterans don’t get retirement 
pay or health benefits once they are discharged. 
She started Combat Canines, which can be 
reached at www.combatcanines.org, to help 
offset the absence of those benefits. And she 
is proud that the organization has been able 
to help seven K-9 veterans since its founding  
in 2013. 
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Jim Marks
friends, from Diabetic Alert to Psychiatric  
Service Dogs.

Jim knew animals could heal us in ways 
beyond the reach of science. “Experiencing 
Horse Sense” on page 10 covers a 

wonderful local 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
Horse Sense of 
the Carolinas, 
in Marshall, 
offering EAP 
(Equine Assisted 
Psychotherapy) 
and EAL 
(Equine Assisted 
Learning) with 
special programs 
for returning 
v e t e r a n s 
suffering from 
PTSD. All 
the horses are 
rescued and so 
are the people 
who work with 
them.

The adoption 
of pets was 
important to Jim 
from the time 
a wolfhound 
jumped into the 
back of his car 
in a parking lot. 

All Jim’s Golden Retrievers were adopted 
from shelters. On page 10 are two of the 
many stories featuring the work of local 
rescues. “Sounder”, pictured, was adopted 

It seems like yesterday that Jim Marks, 
armed only with a pencil (yes, a pencil) 

and a love of animals, held his breath and 
launched PetGazette into a world that scoffed 
“somebody tried that, it didn’t work”. Then 
the first edition hit the streets, silencing 
the naysayers. His favorite response from 
readers, after “Oh, this is good!” was “It’s all 
about pets!” which gave him a good laugh, 
as PetGazette proceeded to “work”.

This last edition of 2021 is dedicated 
to Jim Marks, an editor deeply devoted to 
providing “Information that nurtures the 
pet-people bond”.  It was his mission to 
provide content that informed, enlightened, 
and amused the petlovers of Western North 
Carolina. We’ve chosen to remember and 
admire him by reprinting just a sample of the 
articles which we think best illustrate these 
principles. (By the way, you can read every 
issue online at www.wncpetgazette.com). 
Jim’s choice of stories was driven by his life 
experiences which were created by his great 
and deep love of animals, especially the dogs 
with whom he shared his life. He tried to 
make sure the paper covered the full gamut 
of our relationship with our companion 
animals:  how they care for us, how we care 
for them, how we enjoy them, and yes, how 
we mourn them. Jim’s writing was, simply, 
Strunk & White at the service of the heart.

You’ll find these columns flagged 
“The Best of Jim”. Do not look to these 
columns for specific information. Just enjoy  
them. Again. 

Jim wrote “Remembrance: Remington” 
after the death of his heart dog Remmy. He 
worked on this piece a long time because 

it was very meaningful to him to portray 
Remmy’s full personality, and this was 
just plain emotional to write about. The 
full display of Jim’s writing talent is in this 
obituary, the ability and just plain joy of 
wordsmith put 
at the service of 
showing us how 
his relationship 
with Remmy 
covered every 
way in which 
dogs enrich our 
lives. 

Service was 
a fundamental 
part of Jim’s 
character and 
he considered 
PetGazette to 
be above all a 
service to the 
people and 
o rg a n i z a t i o n s 
that help animals 
in Western North 
Carolina. There 
are many articles 
over the years 
on the ways pets 
serve us, and 
we serve them. 
“ S u p p o r t i n g 
K-9 Veterans” 
pg. 2 is an example of the latter, covering 
PTSD in warrior dogs. “Eight Other Ways 
Dogs Serve” summarizes the extraordinary 
support we rely on from our canine 

from Asheville Humane Society by Paws & 
Effect in Black Mountain. This organization 
trains and places service dogs with veterans 
and disabled children. The companion 
article introduces a new service on facial 
recognition from AHS. 

And then there were Jim’s favorite 
features – the ones he referred to on the 
cover as “But wait! There’s More!” Want to 
know about George Vanderbilt’s penchant 
for giant dogs? See story on page 11, 
BIG Biltmore House Housed BIG Dogs” 
– complete with historic photos. On the 
same page you’ll find a breeder of German 
Shepherd Dogs who breeds “for the real 
world”, and a program of  Western Carolina 
Dog Fanciers Association (WCDFA), an 
affiliate of the American Kennel Club, 
which donated $1000 to Paws for Patriots, 
a program of the Southeastern Guide  
Dogs Association.

 – and And maybe the quirkiest 
feature of all, with apologies to all you 
dragon lovers, is  “Bearded Dragon, 
Not Just a Pretty Face”! Jim then 
tells us with the smile that his writing 
always produced: “There may be some 
pet reptiles that simply hang out and 
don’t really interact with their humans, 
but Fred is not one of them. Fred has 
PERSONALITY.” And the pictures attest  
to it!

I know Jim’s spirit, nurtured by the 
animals he loved and who loved him, 
will bring us the right person to guide 
PetGazette into the upcoming years. To 
continue to nurture the pet-people bond – 
with humor. And Strunk & White.

Health 
Acupuncture  pg. 9 
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tab and check out the many ways to help like donate, 
buy merchandise, and sign up for an E-newsletter. Likes 
and follows on non-profit social pages can attract the at-
tention of organizations with funds to donate.
Facebook: @AppWild  www.facebook.com/Ap-
pWild/ 
Website:  www.appalachianwild.org/
Instagram: www.instagram.com/appalachianwild/
YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCtWMRM-
DKCb6uo4c2I9FyuAg
Wishlist link: AppalachianWild.org/wishlist

Asheville Cat Weirdos has grown into a power-
ful online community. What sets ACW apart is their 
Non-profit Emergency Fund. This is a 100% dona-
tion-based community program. 

The funds help cat owners with unexpected and 
life-threatening veterinary costs and covers non-rou-
tine events.  There is also a food pantry for those in 
need of food and litter. The ACW Facebook group 
page can be found at www.facebook.com/groups/
AshevilleCatWeirdos/  There is a direct link from there 
to the Emergency Fund website or it can be accessed 
via Facebook @ACWEF or directly at www.ashevil-
lecatweirdos.org to submit requests for assistance.

Brother Wolf is an Asheville-based animal res-
cue group in their twelfth year. Main programs in-
clude adoptions/foster, community/ feral cats TNR 
(Trap-Neuter-Release), spay and neuter, transport, and 
pet retention. They assist dogs, cats, pocket pets, bun-
nies, and even hedgehogs. Their Fido Fixers Mobile 
Clinic is state of the art with all the amenities needed 
for a team of surgical specialists to safely spay/neuter 
a large volume of pets each day. For more information 
and to get your pet scheduled, contact the clinic line at 
828-490-1578 or email the Mobile Clinic directly at 
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It seems there have been untold dozens of social me-
dia “challenges recently. Ice Bucket challenge, Bird 

Box, Flip the Switch, and the list goes on. We have 
spent almost two years writing about, and getting to 
know, our area animal rescues. Those facts sound like 
a great year-end challenge!

I would like to challenge everyone to study the re-
caps below, find a rescue that impresses you, and get to 
know them. It can be by donating, fostering, volunteer-
ing, dropping in for a visit, adopting, or whatever feels 
right. Most have websites or Facebook pages, where 
they explain about themselves, have wish list items, 
suggestions for people to volunteer, visiting policies 
and adoptable animals.

Because this is a challenge, there needs to be some 
way to show you participated. On my website, www.
ryanjosummers.com, is a ‘Contact’ tab. Simply send 
me a quick note of how you met the challenge. It can 
be as simple as donating time or blankets or cleaning 
supplies, to helping with an event or cleaning to adopt-
ing a new fur-baby. 

In return, I will randomly select five challengers to 
each receive a $5 Amazon egift card. Disclaimer:  egift 
cards will be electronically delivered to challengers’ 
email address, no later than December 31, 2021. Each 
challenge met, regardless of what capacity, is eligible.

Appalachian Wild comprises a three-fold mission. 
1: help injured and orphaned wildlife, 2: support Western 
North Carolina’s wildlife rehabilitation network, and 3: 
provide wildlife conservation education. Appalachian 
Wild is the only facility in Buncombe County that takes in 
a variety of species of herptiles, birds, and small mammals. 

People can contact the volunteer coordinator via 
email volunteer@appalachianwild.org or visit the web-
site at AppalachianWild.org and click on the “Support” 

Year-End Rescue/ Shelter Challenge

Referral Animal Hospital, P.A.

1 Atkins Street, Arden, NC 28704
Voice: (828) 684.0019   Fax: (828) 684.4808

www.wcvs.org

Nurturing the  
Human-Animal  
Bond...with  
State-of-the-art Care

Board-certified  
Veterinary Surgeon
Serving the Tri-state  
area since 2000
Orthopedic Surgery
Neurosurgery
General Surgery
Minimally Invasive  
Surgery

•

•

•
•
•
•

Dr. David T. Crouch

mobileclinic@bwar.org. Contacts are info@bwar.org 
or 828-505-3440.

Charlie’s Angels, next to Smiley’s Flea Market 
in Fletcher reports ninety-five percent of their animals 
come from county shelters over seven counties in 
Western North Carolina. Interested to adopt, donate, 
or help, contact Charlie’s Angels via their automated 
phone line, 828-687-9507, or email info@Charlie-
sAngelsAnmalRescue.com . More information can 
be found at their website or Facebook page: www.
charliesangelsanimalrescue.com/   and www.face-
book.com/CharliesAngelsAnimalRescue . 

Furever Friends Cat Rescue opted for a fos-
ter-only philosophy so they could spend more funds 
on hands-on pet care instead of real estate expenses. 
Their mission is to work with individual rescuers to 
keep cats out of the country shelters. Anyone interest-
ed in contacting Furever Friends can do so by calling 
them at 828-348-7198, go to their website at www.
fureverfriends.petfinder. Com, their Facebook page at 
Fureverfriendsanimalrescue or email them at furever-
friends@bellsouth.net. 

Phoenix Landing Many parrot species can live 
for decades. A serious concern for large, long-lived par-
rots is whether they have a succession of good homes 
planned out by their current guardian. To have a big 
bird is to also have a series of good homes lined up.  

Phoenix Landing formed in 2002, and twenty 
years later, they have a database of 3,000 birds. They 
have networks that span several states and they hold 
educational classes for the public usually the third Sat-
urday of each month. The on-site store is open to the 
public and holds endless bird treasures, foods, toys, 
and treats. Their website is www.phoenixlanding.org 
Phoenix Landing is a community-driven, education-

al-focused placement organization. 
Rusty’s Legacy In 2020 the Shelter Dog Transport 

Alliance was initiated, as an extension of Rusty’s Lega-
cy Animal Rescue. It was started with a cargo van, stur-
dy pet transport carriers, and high expectations. They 
have made a huge impact (over 2,000 animals saved so 
far!) for shelter animals in twelve area counties.

Their goal is simple: let no pet in their alliance ever 
be euthanized for lack of space.

To contact Shelter Dog Transportation Alliance, 
please use their website at www.shelterdogtransportal-
liance.com  or their Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/shelterdogtransportalliance/ 

Sister Kitten Animal Rescue is active in nine 
WNC counties. Their programs include rescuing and 
rehoming abandoned and neglected animals, TNR 
(Trap, Neuter and Return) of feral cats, and provid-
ing veterinary care for rescued animals. In addition, 
SKAR provides support, education and assistance to 
caregivers of community cats and promotes commu-
nity animal welfare. Sister Kitten has kittens for adop-
tion at Petco, 385 Brevard Road, Asheville. SKAR 
also maintains a highly active foster program.

Sister Kitten’s FB page is www.facebook.com/sis-
terkitten Their website is www.sisterkitten.org Email is 
info@sisterkitten.org. Individuals wishing to support 
their efforts can at www.sisterkitten.org/how-to-help. 

So there they are: worthy rescues to get to know. 
While the holiday season is upon us, find a way to help 
and drop me a fast note on my website. Pictures and 
stories are certainly welcomed, but not required. Good 
luck in the drawing and have fun with the challenge!

Ryan Jo Summers is a local author and animal advo-
cate. To find out more about Ryan’s writing, award-win-
ning books and her pets, visit ryanjosummers.com.
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Prong Training Collars: The good, The Bad & The Ugly

Convenient online reservations 
ADogsNightInn.com

A Dog's Night Inn
227 Lane Rd. Flat Rock, NC

828-595-9809

Dog Boarding

with prong collars that are closest in size 
to the dog’s canine teeth. Thus, a properly 
fitted prong collar will represent your teeth 
on your dog, allowing you to communicate 
with dogs on the dog’s terms. When training 
from the dog’s point of view, you are training 
from The Dog’s Perspective. 

From our extensive experience, dogs like 
training with prong collars and learn very 
quickly when the collar is in the play bite 
area. In this position, the prong collar has no 
negative effects on a dog’s ability to breathe. 
In fact, the prong collar has positive effects 
on the dog’s ability to learn, simulating 
play behavior. It is difficult to imagine 
anything more positive for dog training than 
simulating play behavior.

Play Bites are Positive Reinforcement. 
Play is a very positive experience for dogs 
and humans alike. Unlike adult humans, dogs 
play with their mouths and typically bite one 
another for fun. When a dog bites another 
dog high on the neck, those can be scary, 
potentially deadly “kill bites”. In contrast, 
play bites are part of play behavior, which 
is a positive experience for dogs. From the 
dog’s perspective, training with play bites 
when using the prong collar, combined with 
physical petting and verbal praise, is an 
example of Positive Reinforcement.

The Ugly Revisited: From The Dog’s 
Perspective, prong collars that are properly 
fitted and used are a friendly way to train 
your dog. Unfortunately, prong collars 
remain extremely ugly visually. In addition, 

No doubt about it, prong collars are ugly! 
It is undeniably obvious!!! The hideous 

appearance is the only agreed upon feature of 
this controversial dog training collar. In this 
article, we examine the pros (good), cons 
(bad) and glaring obvious (ugly) of prong 
collars so you hear multiple sides of the 
controversy, including that of your beloved 
doggy friends.

The Prong Collar Controversy: Prong 
collars, originally designed and patented by 
Herm Springer in late 1800s, are made of 
interlinking prongs. Opinions about prong 
collars vary from loving to loathing. Some 
trainers despise prong collars and believe 
they are cruel, abusive and should be banned. 
Other trainers view prong collars as just one 
of many tools in their training toolbox. How 
prong collars are fitted and used add even 
more layers to the prong collar controversy. 

The Ugly: Not only are prong collars 
visually ugly, many are improperly fitted 
(both in size and placement) on their dog. 
This creates a scary, barbaric appearance 
of your beloved pup! And to make matters 
worse, many people feel emboldened to 
harass people for using prong collars, 
regardless if used properly or not. All this 
makes for some serious ugliness.

The Bad: Prong collars have a super 
bad/negative reputation. First, prong collars 
are often way too big in size for the pup. In 
addition, if not used properly, prong collars 
can cause serious damage to the dog’s 

neck. Placement of prong collars “high and 
tight” on the dog’s neck places the collar 
directly over the dog’s most vulnerable 
portion of their neck (aka hypopharynx 
or laryngeopharynx). When this area is 
constricted, it impinges on the dog’s ability 
to breathe freely. 

Hans Tossuttti, one of America’s first dog 
obedience trainers, not only advocated for 
the prong collar is his book, Companion Dog 
Training (1942), but proposed that prong 
collars should be placed low on the dog’s neck 
to prevent injury. Unfortunately, most people 
have been taught to place prong collars high 
and tight on the dog’s neck. When and why 
trainers changed the placement from low to 
high on the neck is unknown.

The Good: Now that we have covered the 
BAD and UGLY, you might be wondering 
what in the world could be GOOD about 
prong collars. The short answer is – Play 
Bites! Yes, play bites! Playful dogs love to 
chase, wrestle and bite one another a lot. 
In particular, dogs spend a lot of time play 
biting each other low on their necks, around 
the shoulder area. We describe this area on 
the lower neck/shoulders as the “play bite 
area”. Instead of dogs giving humans play 
bites (which is not recommended ever), 
we humans can use play bites as a way to 
communicate with our beloved pups. 

Training From The Dog’s Perspective, 
we advocate using relatively small prong 
collars placed in the play bite area (low neck/
shoulder area). We encourage fitting dogs 
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some dogs experience skin reactions to the 
metal prongs and/or prongs can get tangled 
in furry coats. However, probably the biggest 
ugliness is the harassment people experience 
when others see prong collars on any dogs. 

All these problems cause people to avoid 
prong collar as a training option. Well, fret no 
more because we have the perfect solution to 
these problems.  

The solution: We designed (patent 
pending) attractive Calypso Collar Covers 
to fit over prong collars, turning a barbaric-
looking training tool into a beautiful collar. 
While dogs do not seem to care about the 
appearance of the collars, the collar covers 
prevent both skin reactions and tangled fur. 
And, when using this collar cover, you will 
eliminate all those unsolicited comments/
criticisms about your choice of training 
tools. See our ad below, and please visit 
our website www.TheDogsPerspective.com. 
to learn more about the beautiful Calypso 
Collar Covers. And, if you need more 
assistance with training, we would love  
to help!

Kathryn R. Gubista, PhD is an evolutionary 
biologist, college biology instructor, former 
zookeeper, author and certified professional 
dog trainer with Lucky Dog Training Asheville 
and The Dog’s Perspective. Please follow us 
on Instagram @LuckyDogTrainingAVL and 
@TheDogsPerspective. Please contact us for 
more information at TrainingLuckyDogs@
gmail.com or call us at 828-423-9635.

 •   Need a new harness for your  
hiking/walking/biking  

buddy? We have a few... plus leashes, 
collars, and other outdoor gear.

Call us at 828-698-6910 or visit our website  
at www.petsourcenc.com for more information.

Hendersonville’s #1 Pet Supply Store
PET SOURCEPET SOURCE
 It’s Spring! Here in the mountains that means:

 •   We have help! CBD Oil, treats, 
shampoos, food and more, plus 

knowledgeable advice.

 •   Use our self-serve dog wash  - we provide everything but the dog. 

More time outside!    There will be skin  
and coat problems!

* *

Dirtier Dogs!*
We look forward to seeing you at the store,  

but curbside pickup or free delivery is available.

 1927 Spartanburg Highway, 
Hendersonville, NC

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday 9:00 - 6:00

Saturday 9:00 - 5:00
Sunday 12:00 - 5:00

by Kathryn R. Gubista PhD



breaks or is damaged, they offer one 
free replacement. After that, they offer a 
replacement discount. Check with a WAG 
sales specialist for more details on this 
West Paw warranty. They also offer a line 
of dog toys made from Seaflex, which is  
ocean-bound plastic. This waste is 
recycled into pet toys. They have a large 
selection of interactive toys to keep pets 
occupied, and catnip toys. They have Ruff 
Wear, made in America by a former rock 
climber. Their products are well suited 
for adventure travelers. They also have 
FabCat and FabDog products, which 
include toys, coats, catnip sushi roll toys, 
matching pet and owner pajamas and 
more.

If your preferred pet supply resource 
isn’t listed, give them a call, and see 
what they recommend as the best holiday 
gifts. Don’t forget accessories for your 
favorite pet parent too. Mugs, shirts, 
magnets, and notepads. Pet parents love 
to show off their sweet fur-baby, so 
include them in your gift-giving plans, 
as well as all your favorite pets. No 
matter where you shop, or what you buy, 
doubtlessly the very best gift this year 
is the cool noses, loving kisses, loyal 
hearts, and purrs and wags from your best  
fur-buddy. Or maybe your best buddy 
has feathers or scales or hooves. 
Regardless how they look, the love 
you and your pet share is always the 
absolute best gift.

mass-produced corporate brands. They 
also offer a self-serve doggie wash with 
walk-up steps, shampoo, towels, and blow 
dryers. Call for details if you see a clean and  
fresh-smelling pooch as a great gift.

WAG! A Pet Boutique, 231 
N. Main Street, Hendersonville,  
828-697-7799 also offers West Paw 
brands. The rare thing about West Paw is 
they offer a product warranty. If a product 

Each year pet parents search 
for the best gifts to buy their 

pets, and for their pet-owning and  
pet-loving family. This year we have 
searched the local pet supply stores to 
bring you a list of the best gifts to give this 
year, and most items on this list are USA 
made. Here are some of our favorites:

Barker’s Anonymous, 401 
Kanuga Road, Hendersonville,  
828-513-1131 offers Barker’s Box kits, 
a subscription of monthly curated boxes 
of treats, toys and chews. They offer 
training classes and Barkday Pawties 
at their store. And they sell around 24 
brands of toys and accessories, about 14 
brands of collars, leashes, and harnesses 
and over 50 brands of pet foods, treats, 
and supplements. Not all of these are 
USA made, but knowledgeable sales staff 
can certainly point someone to the best 
goodies for their pet. 

Bone-a-Fide Pet Boutique, 118 
Cherry Street, St A, Black Mountain, 
828-669-0706, offers Montana, USA 
made West Paw, a durable line of items 
including toys, treat dispensers, and more. 
They encourage local artisan to bring in 
their handicrafts. One artist brings in wool 
sweaters repurposed as catnip toys. “Tug 
for Dogs’ are 100% cotton rope toys made 
from one piece of rope instead of multiple 
strands and made is Greenville SC. Zukes 
treats are made in Colorado. Farm Hound 

Treats have several US locations. 
Pet Source, 1927 Spartanburg 

Highway, Hendersonville,  
828-698-6910 offers an array of super 
tough Kong brand toys, Jolly Balls, and 

dental bone chews all made in America. 
They carry a large variety of dog and 
cat foods, for every size and nutritional 
need, and each brand is from a US  
family-owned business. There are no 
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Best  Local and U.S. Pet Gifts  

Through December 2Through December 244, 2021, 2021
Come play Barker’s Bingo and 
win extra goodies for holiday gifts 
that are sure to get all paws up! 
Stop by the store November 12th 
to pick up your bingo card to play!

Meet Barker’S Dog, August B.August B.
(828)  513-1131  •   401 Kanuga Road,  Hendersonvi l le ,  NC 28739  •   barkersanonymous.com

by RyanJo Summers

Wonderful Local Products not found at mass market stores!
* Yummy dog treats, locally baked, natural & organic
* Fun toys, apparel, gifts, leashes - loca  lly and US made
* Natural Foods and Supplements
 
Open 7 days a week: Mon-Sat 11 to 6 and Sunday 12-5
118 Cherry Street Square in beautiful Black Mountain
828) 669-0706
Thank you!

Wonderful Local 
Products Not Found At
Mass Market Stores!
 Yummy Dog  Treats, Locally 
Baked, Natural & Organic
 Fun  Toys,  Apparel, Gifts, 

Leashes — Locally 
& U.S. Made

Natural Foods & Supplements
Open 7 days a week: 

Mon-Sat 11 to 6 & Sunday 12-5
118 Cherry Street Square 

in beautiful Black Mountain

(828) 669-0706
www.boneafidepetboutique.com

Yummy Dog Treats, Locally Baked, 
Natural & Organic

Fun Toys, Apparel, Gifts, Leashes -  
Locally & U.S. Made

Open 7 days a week: 
Mon-Sat 11 to 6 & Sunday 12-5

118 Cherry Street Square
in beautiful Black Mountain

Wondeful Local Products Not 
Found At Mass Market Stores!

Make sure to stop in 
on your visit to  

Black Mountain!  
Free Treats! 



with Asheville Housing Authority. 
Friends of Madison County Animals, like 

the outreach program at AHS, is a safety  
net-type organization that provide  
services and support to help keep people and 
their pets together when facing hardships 
-  whether financial or otherwise. It is well 
known that there are many health benefits 
to pet ownership - particularly the mental 
health benefits for children and the elderly. 

Programs such as FOMCA strive to preserve 
that human animal bond and support pets 
and their people to improve the health and 
wellness of a community.

Pia first began her work with  
FOMCA back in 2015 as a board member and  
volunteer. As a 11 year resident of  
Madison County she is thrilled to be back with  
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Friends of Madison County Animals  
(FOMCA) welcomes Pia Cash 

as their new Program and Volunteer  
Coordinator.  FOMCA has been established 
since 1995 and is a 501(c)3 nonprofit animal  
welfare organization that works to reduce the  
number of unwanted animals in Madison 
County and increase their wellbeing through 
providing free and low-cost services to 
pet owners in need. Services range from  
preventative health services such flea/
tick medication, low-cost spay/neuter,  
Trap-Neuter-Return for feral cats, vet  
vouchers for illness and injury, a pet food 
pantry, and other supports for pet owners in 
this rural county. These services help reduce 
overpopulation of pets in our county and as 
well as provide alternatives to pet owners 
who might otherwise relinquish their pets. 

A North Carolina native - Pia began 
her career in animal welfare 15 years ago 
at Animal Humane New Mexico - first  
working as an Assistant Adoptions  
Supervisor and then helping develop and 
run AHNM’s new Behavior and Training  
Center.  After moving back to North  
Carolina and taking a few years off to 
raise her two daughters she jumped at the  
opportunity to join an innovative pet  
retention program at Asheville Humane  
Society. Pia spent 4 years growing and  
developing their outreach program,  
including spearheading a unique partnership 

Friends of Madison County Animals  
appoints new Program Coordinator

Pia Cash visiting with  
two of her favorite clients.

FOMCA to help build and grow current  
programs, build their volunteer base and  
introduce new programs to continue to meet 

the growing needs of Madison County pets 
and their owners.

Friends of Madison County Animals 
has an office at115 Blannahassett Island 
in downtown historic Marshall where  
qualifying Madison County residents can 
access services for their pets - For more  
information about FOMCA and our  
programs please contact us at:  
(828) 649-9798, or fomca115@gmail.com. 
Visit the website at www.fomca.org.

Volunteers greet pet owners  
dropping their dogs and cats off  

for FOMCA’s bi-weekly  
Spay/Neuter event.

Call for your appointment today!  828-891-2547
FB elsabluek9connection • www.elsabluek9connection.com

Stop in to visit us at 20 Etowah Town Square,  
(off Hwy. 64/Brevard Rd).

Customer service is our top priority! 
Our team is well trained and experienced,  
and will treat your fur baby as our own!

A beautiful 15 minute drive from downtown Hendersonville!

Bathing

Nails

De-shedding

All Breed Grooming

Teeth Cleaning

Clipped/Ground
Hot Oil Treatments

Hand scissor cut
or Shave down

Call us Today!  828-450-3569
House Call Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Dr. Leslie Dragon,  
The vet that makes House calls

Do your furbabies hate going  
to the vet's office?

Do you find It difficult?

Dr. Leslie Dragon  
brings many of the same 

services and care found in  
veterinary hospitals  

right to your front door.  

A Vet that comes to you, is the 
answer to your problem.

  Wellness and medical exams 
+ Diagnostics + Vaccinations 

+ Complete lab testing 
+ Microchipping 

+ Pain Management 
+ Hospice and in-home  

euthanasia  
+ Online pharmacy.

There’s a lot more info  
on our website!  

4pawsmobileclinic.com

ADVERTISING AND 
PROMOTIONAL 

PACKAGES

We have advertising and 
promotion  

packages to suit  
every budget. For more 

information on  
advertising or starting a  
Pet Gazette in your area, 
please contact our office 

at  
828-633-1348  

or  
publisher.petgazette 

@gmail.com

PetGazette



The concept of integrative/alternative medicine 
has gained a lot of popularity and medical merit 

in human medicine in the past two decades. This 
treatment option is also a possibility for our canine 
and feline family members. .
What, what exactly is acupuncture?

The practice of acupuncture has been used for 
humans and large farm animals for well over 2,000 
years. Within the last 60 years veterinarians have had 
immense success providing acupuncture treatments 
to household pets and as a result the treatment has 
exploded in popularity.

The Chinese theory of acupuncture is based 
around the presence of energy flow patterns all 
throughout the body. Disruptions of this flow of 
energy can cause health imbalances and diseases. 
Acupuncture involves the strategic selection of 
points along the body which are stimulated by 
fine needle penetration of the skin, or by electrical 
stimulation, or fluid injection. Insertion of a 
needle into an acupuncture point stimulates the 
nearby vessels, nerves, and/or lymphatics for a  
pre-determinded time to generate its effects.

The body is made up of a complex network 
of interconnecting nerve fibers, so placing an 
acupuncture needle into any particular location not 
only treats that specific location but also allows the 
effects to stretch beyond the point of insertion and 
throughout the body system as a whole. Biologically, 
the activation of these acupuncture sites also releases 
endorphins, anti-inflammatory mediators, and 

hormones – all of which can assist with recovery 
and healing. 
What Can I Expect for an Acupuncture visit?

The actual acupuncture treatments can range 
from 10 to 20 minutes; however, the exact amount of 
time is both unique to the patient and depends on the 
condition being treated. The number of treatments 
required depends entirely on the condition the pet is 
being treated for, as well as your pet’s response to 
the treatment itself. For acute diseases, one or two 
sessions may be necessary; for chronic diseases, 
patients may require lifelong treatment.  For chronic 
conditions, we usually recommend 3-5 treatments 
a week apart to start, with treatment further spaced 
apart as your pet improves.  
Is acupuncture a good option for my pet? 

Acupuncture can be used for a variety of 
reasons; however, we use it most commonly to treat 
arthritis, intervertebral disc disease, seizures, to assist 
recovery from surgeries, and to treat many chronic/
refractory conditions.

We can do acupuncture on cats, dogs, and even 
exotic species such as bunnies. Most pets tolerate 
the acupuncture needles very well. Some find it so 
relaxing they even fall asleep during their treatments.  
If you think your pet may benefit from acupuncture 
treatments, please give us a call.

Acupuncture services will be available at two 
of the Family Vet locations in Asheville: Carolina 
Family Vet, 828-254-0224, at 557 Old Country 
Home Rd off Leicester Highway, and West Asheville 
Family Vet on Haywood Road, 828-202-5038.
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Acupuncture a proven  
treatment for pets

For the Love of Dogs! 
Offering Conformation Handling classes, Intro to Dog 
Sports Classes and Breeder Referral. We sponsor    
western North Carolina’s premier dog shows over     

Memorial Day weekend! 

Check us out on the web at: 

http://www.hendersonvillekc.org/ 
And on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/

Hendersonville Kennel Club 

by Dr. Kimberly Couch
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to lead the horse and one on each side – to 
work with Lori or Adam in many Therapeutic 
Riding or Hippotherapy sessions. So volunteers 
like Anne Darling, a retired educator, and 
Mark Wood, retired from the fire service,  
are critical.  

Horse Sense holds monthly open houses, 
(see Calendar of Events on page 2), to 
introduce potential clients to the facility and 
its programs. After touring the physical plant, 
Shannon gives visitors a taste of what EAL 
can do.  

Inside a covered ring, she urges visitors to 
“meet” horses that are behind a rope separating 
them from the humans. They are invited to 
stand silently by the rope and let the horses 
come to them. “Unlike humans, horses don’t 
communicate with words,” Shannon says. 
“They read body language. So we teach people 
to go by ‘horse rules’, not people rules.”

The experiential process of learning ‘horse 
rules’ teaches clients valuable lessons. Over 
eight to twelve sessions, they learn to be 
assertive, rather than passive or aggressive; to 
live in the present, not the past or future; and to 
see the world as it is, not as it seems after being 
distorted by their personal fears and history.  

In addition to working with individuals, 
Horse Sense offers leadership and team 
building programs for corporations and other 
organizations, continuing education programs 
for health care professionals, and retreats 
for people seeking inner calm. Some details 
about these programs and more are available  
at www.horsesenseotc.com.

if the program is suitable for them. Then every 
session with that client involves a mental health 
professional as well as an equine expert. Shannon 
Knapp is an EAGALA (Equine Assisted Growth 
And Learning Association) Advanced Equine 
Specialist, but emphatically states, “I am not  
a psychotherapist!” 

Although Richard Knapp spends more of 
his time with 
horses and the 
management 
of the facility 
than with 
clients, he, too, 
is EAGALA 
c e r t i f i e d . 
So, too, is 
Lori Araki, a 
third critical 
person in the 
organization. 
She joined 
H o r s e 

Sense in 2009 after 19 years as a professional 
horsewoman in capacities from trainer to equine 
therapist. She is also a PATH (Professional 
Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship) 
Certified Therapeutic Riding Instructor and, with 
the help of Adam Cranston, an Occupational 
Therapist, the two offer Therapeutic Riding and 
Hippotherapy alongside Horse Sense.  

As talented and knowledgeable as the Horse 
Sense leaders are, they couldn’t accomplish 
their mission without volunteers. Shannon 
explained it can take three volunteers – one 

Experiencing Horse Sense
Most of us know that “horse sense” simply 

means “common sense”. But few of us 
have realized that we can actually learn some 
common sense from horses. Who knew?

Richard and Shannon Knapp knew. They 
were ahead of the curve on using horses to 
help people who weren’t benefitting greatly 
from traditional psychotherapy or common 
approaches to learning. So in 2003 they started 
Horse Sense of the Carolinas. Their facility near 
Marshall has over 100 acres, with covered and 
open corrals, barns, houses, and even a labyrinth. 
They also have, as this is written, four dogs, four 
cats, and 26 horses, all rescue or rehabilitation 
cases. But there might be more horses as you 
read this. 

Richard says that Shannon wants to rescue 
every needy horse she meets. And Shannon 
pleads guilty. So Richard tries to keep her away 
from horses in need of rescuing, but doesn’t 
always succeed.

Many of the rescued Horse Sense horses are 
“unrideable”. That is not a problem, however, 
since the Horse Sense EAP (Equine Assisted 
Psychotherapy) and EAL (Equine Assisted 
Learning) programs do not always involve 
riding. “We rescue ‘unrideable’ horses for people 
who don’t need or want to ride,” Shannon says. 

The Equine Assisted programs focus entirely 
on helping clients, many of them youngsters 
and teens, who aren’t prospering from classical 
counseling or psychotherapy approaches. 
Potential EAP clients are first interviewed by 
licensed mental health professionals to determine 

by Jim Marks

Asheville Humane Society (AHS) and Paws 
& Effect, their partner in rescue, jointly 

celebrated as Sounder, a very special shelter dog, 
earned his service dog certification on October 18.

Sounder was adopted from AHS in March by 
Paws & Effect, the Black Mountain nonprofit group 
that has been training and 
placing service dogs with 
disabled children and 
veterans at little or no cost 
to the recipients since its 
2006 founding. Paws 
& Effect relies heavily 
on the community to 
volunteer to socialize 
and train suitable shelter 
dogs. Since early this 
year, the group has 
worked with AHS staff 
to select potential service 
dogs. Several shelter 
pups have entered the 
program with much 
success, and Sounder is 
the very first AHS alum 
to graduate. 

“Few things are more 
rewarding than impacting the lives on both ends 
of the leash,” said Nicole Shumate, Executive 
Director and founder of Paws & Effect. “This 
new effort opens up possibilities for shelter dogs 
in Western North Carolina that might otherwise be 

subject to longer shelter times.  The dogs we seek 
are often the quieter, more composed dogs that 
aren’t always attractive to potential adopters; the 
same traits that make them easy to overlook make 
them exceptional candidates for service work.”

“We are thrilled to partner with Paws & 
Effect on such an important 
initiative,” said Adam 
Cotton, AHS Manager of 
Community Partnerships. 
“For the past few years, 
we’ve experienced extreme 
overcrowding in our shelter, 
mostly with big dogs. This 
program allows these dogs 
to leave the shelter much 
sooner, and they are given 
a ‘job’ that helps them (and 
their human counterpart) 
have a more productive 
and fulfilling life.”

Sounder will soon start 
life as a veteran’s service 
dog. With help from 
volunteers, more homeless 
dogs can move quickly 
through the shelter 

and become lifesaving companions for 
people in need. Those interested in training 
and socializing future service dogs with 
Paws & Effect, should contact Nicole  
at nicoleshumate@paws-effect.org.

Shelter Dog Gets a  
New Leash on Life

Sounder, now ready to  
serve a veteran.

The Asheville Humane Society (AHS) has 
partnered with Finding Rover to use facial 

recognition technology to identify lost dogs and 
cats in Buncombe County. The new 21st century 
tool provides an additional means for community 
members to recover their lost pets, and to help 
adoptable dogs and cats find their forever homes.

Now every dog and cat that enters the 
Buncombe County 
Animal Shelter system 
becomes registered 
on the Finding Rover 
system. Users of 
Finding Rover can then 
search the shelter and 
surrounding areas right 
from their smartphone or computer in efforts to 
find their missing pet, a neighbor’s missing pet, the 
family of a found pet, or search for adoptable pets.

Every dog and cat that leaves AHS, either 
through a reunion or an adoption, can remain 
protected on Finding Rover when the pet parent 
registers on Finding Rover with the same email 
address that the shelter has on file. If that dog or 
cat ever gets lost, their record will already be 
in the system, and identifying that pet will be  
a snap.

Registration of your pet is FREE and as 
simple as 1, 2, 3! Just go to FindingRover.com and 
complete three simple steps.

1. Upload your pet’s photo.
2. Enter a few details about your pet.

3. Enter your name, email address, and  
zip code.

That’s it! Once your pets are registered, they’re 
protected for life.

“Dogs and cats are beloved family members, 
and if he or she goes missing, it can be devastating 
to everyone involved. We want to do everything we 
can to safeguard our pets from being lost forever. 

Registering on Finding 
Rover is another step all 
pet parents should take 
to further protect their 
furry family members,” 
said John Polimeno, 
CEO and Founder of  
Finding Rover.

When a community comes together on 
Finding Rover, more dogs and cats can be 
reunited with their people. Finding Rover 
also features dogs and cats who are available  
for adoption!

Pet lovers can view AHS’s found and 
adoptable pets with just a click on the Finding 
Rover Facebook Widget and on the Finding Rover 
Website Widget!

AHS encourages pet owners to register 
their pets for free on Finding Rover today and 
help spread the word! The more people who are 
registered on Finding Rover, the more AHS can 
help reunite lost dogs and cats with their families. 
And the more they can place adoptable pets in  
new forever homes. 

AHS adopts facial  
recognition to identify lost pets

“Every dog and cat 
can remain protected on 

Finding Rover.”

Best of Jim
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Biltmore St. Bernards, which impressed Joseph 
Hodges Choate, American Ambassador to 
Great Britain. While a guest at Biltmore House, 
Choate wrote to his wife, “I wish you could see 
these great St. Bernards – five of them, father, 
mother and three children, all big and splendid. 
They seem to fill the billiard room and are most 
affectionate.” 

Although family St. Bernards, especially 
Cedric, are no longer freely roaming the 
Biltmore Estate or lounging on the Loggia, they 
are still represented. Today, Cedric’s Tavern 
on the estate is named after the Vanderbilt’s 
beloved first St. Bernard.

Photos courtesy of The Biltmore 
Company. 

Pets were always a part of life at Biltmore. 
A parrot name Coco was in residence in 

the Winter Garden. And Cornelia Vanderbilt 
even had a pet skunk for a while. But George 
Vanderbilt, owner of America’s largest home, 
evidently felt it deserved to have some of the 
world’s largest dogs around. 

In addition to sheepdogs, Biltmore was 
home to Russian wolfhounds, Irish wolfhounds, 
and St. Bernards.  George Vanderbilt’s first pet 
was a St. Bernard named Cedric, who was 
particularly beloved by family and friends 
alike. Cedric had free reign of at least the first 
floor of Biltmore House, which provided more 

BIG Biltmore House housed BIG dogs  

than enough roaming room, even for a pet as 
big as he was. He often spent time lounging 
in the library, or sunning 
himself on the Loggia, but 
always took care of his 
unofficial duties when they 
needed attention. 

Cedric greeted guests 
when they came to visit, and 
was a frequent companion of 
family members, friends, and 
other Vanderbilt dogs on long 
walks around the huge estate.  
(Although the property is 
now “only” about 8,000 
acres, it was more than ten 
times that large until much of 
it was sold to the government 
in 1914.) In addition to his 
other duties, Cedric sired 
a second generation of 

In 2015, the Western Carolina Dog Fanciers 
Association (WCDFA), an affiliate of the American 

Kennel Club, donated $1000 to Paws for Patriots, a 
program of the Southeastern Guide Dogs Association 
that provides service dogs to help wounded veterans.

The money donated to Paws for Patriots 
was raised from the proceeds of the annual 
Bark in the Park in Sylva. That event draws 
participants from all over Western North 
Carolina. The always-family-friendly activities 
include both educational demonstrations and 
chances to participate in games and contests. 

The overall Paws for Patriots program has four 
sub-programs that provide different, specialized 
support to men and women, both active and 
retired, who have served in America’s military. 

Guide Dogs are paired with visually impaired 
veterans. Veterans live and learn on campus, then 
receive lifetime follow-up and support. Most leave 
with a new spring in their step and a wider smile.

The Service Dog Program trains and places 
exceptional dogs into careers benefiting veterans 
who suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD).  Facility Therapy Dogs are placed into 
military hospitals to spread cheer and encouragement 
and help wounded warriors heal.  Nothing brightens 
their day like the unconditional love of a warm 
and wagging dog. Emotional Support Dogs 
help veterans improve their physical, social, and 
emotional wellbeing as they find companionship, 
relieve loneliness, and help mitigate chronic stress, 
anxiety, depression, or other limitations. 

For more information, visit www.wcdfa.org.

Dog Fanciers support 
Paws for Patriots

Cornelia Vanderbilt and a St. Bernard, c. 1910.  
The family’s St. Bernards appear frequently in  
archival photos.

An unidentified friend (on the right) explores  
Biltmore Estate with George Vanderbilt, his  
St. Bernard, and an Irish wolfhound, c. 1906.

Edith Vanderbilt, far left, and George Vanderbilt, far right, share after-
noon tea on the Loggia with friends, family and family pets,  
September, 1900.

Michael Redfox has long been active 
in the Asheville Kennel Club, 

but he is an atypical member in at least  
three ways. 

 He is more active than most, having served 
in a variety of behind-the-scenes positions. He 
is a professional breeder, which most Asheville 
Kennel Club 
members are 
not. And, as 
he explains 
it, “Our 
b r e e d i n g 
p r o g r a m 
aims for 
the ‘Golden 
Middle’, no 
so much for 
the extreme 
dogs that top 
the winner’s 
p l a t f o r m s 
at working 
or show 

competitions.” Another way Redfox put it 
was to say, “I’m not a real big title guy.”

 For over 30 years, Redfox has been 
breeding and training his Smoky Mountain 
German Shepherd Dogs. They’re known 

Local AKC Member Breeds For Real World
as GSDs to people in the dog world, and 
simply German Shepherds to civilians. (It 
seems the precise Germans insist on clearly 
distinguishing the four-legged German 
Shepherd Dogs from the two-legged German 
Shepherds Hans and Franz.) While Redfox 
is proud to have produced title-
winning show and working dogs, 
plus two nominees for Hero Dog 
awards, he is even prouder that 
his breeding program produces 
“healthier, sounder dogs you can 
more easily live with, near perfect 
companion dogs.”

 Redfox says his selective 
breeding program has resulted 
in dramatic decreases in genetic 
diseases that can afflict German 
Shepherds. One statistic he cited 
was that less than 2% of the 
pups from his breeding program 
develop hip dysplasia, compared 
to 40% of the general German 
Shepherd population. “We address 53 genetic 
health issues in our program,” he pointed out. 

In addition to being a breeder, Redfox 
is a recognized expert trainer. In almost any 
conversation with him he will remind you 
that “a well-trained human can be a dog’s best 
friend.” He has provided trained dogs for all 
levels of law enforcement, for tracking, for 
search and discover, for drug detection, for 
PTSD therapy, and for many other specialized 

assignments. He provides lifetime service and 
a written lifetime free replacement guarantee 
to those who purchase his GSD pups or 
adults. That’s probably one reason why over 
60% of his business comes from referrals or  
repeat customers. 

Redfox can’t be found on Facebook, and 
doesn’t use email. But he can be called at 828 
649-9483. If you have a dog to board for just 
$5 a day, or need a trainer or training advice, or 
perhaps are interested in a GSD pup, he’d be 
happy to hear from you. At PetGazette press 
time, he had six healthy, playful GSD pups that 
would make really great additions to some real  
world families.  

by Jim Marks

House cat and Ranger,  
FBI agent’s personal home dog. 

Michael Redfox and  
Jambo, U.S. Marine 

Corps Embassy  
Guard Dog.

Best of Jim



Complete, professional grooming• 
Personal attention & tender loving care• 
Green Grass for playtime which runs all day!• 
Stress-Free Cattery• 
Voted One of WNC’s Favorite Kennels• 
1.5 miles off Exit 59• 

The perfect vacation spot for your pampered pet!

Quality Lodging & Professional Grooming

To reserve a date,  
visit us at www.ashevillekennel.com  
or email us at topdog@ashevillekennel.com

12 Cavalier Lane,  
Swannanoa, NC 28778  

828.686.3175

Watch playtime videos at:  
facebook.com/topdogkennel

Fred clearly enjoys being loved up. 
“He’s very sweet and affectionate,” 
Taylor says.

Bearded dragons got their name 
from rows of spiked scales under 
their head. While they normally lie 

flat, the scales become puffed up and 
resemble a beard when the dragon is 
excited. The “beard” can also change 
color and turn darker when the dragon 
is breeding.  Ordinarily, according 
to Taylor, Fred’s overall skin is like 
Velcro and, unlike that of furry pets, 
doesn’t attract fleas or other insects. 
That’s a characteristic she clearly 
appreciates.

Fred  i s  about  14  inches  nose  to 
ta i l ,  wi th  h is  ta i l  roughly  ha l f  the 
length  of  h is  body –  wi th in  normal 
measurements  for  h is  species , 
Pogona Vi t t iceps .   No one  knows 
his  exact  age ,  but  bearded dragons 
genera l ly  l ive  e ight  to  twelve  years . 
Taylor,  especia l ly,  wants  h im to  l ive 
a  long t ime.  “He’s  cool ,”  she  says . 
 “Real ly  cool .”

www.LaurasKittyKare.com  
LauraFrohling@gmail.com • txt: 828-489-8009

So take that getaway.  
We’ll take care of Kitty.

You deserve to finally take your vacation, 
while your cats stay safely cared for at home!

We offer a worry free  
approach for your Cat & Home:

Call for an initial  
free consultation:   

828-489-8009

Laura’sKitty Kare
of Flat Rock

• Daily play with her favorite toys
• or, Check that Kitty is ok in his 

hiding place
• Food, water, litterbox, 

treats, general wellbeing,etc.
• Your home:  mail, adjust lights, 

run water, newspaper,  
package deliveries  
- what do you need?

Laura 
Frohling

Owner

be for  an  animal  na t ive  to  the 
Aust ra l ian  deser t  tha t  d idn’t  even 
come to  the  US unt i l  the  1990s . 
Fred’s  d ie t  cons is ts  pr imar i ly  of 
ka le ,  supplemented  wi th  occas ional 
c r ickets ,  b loodworms,  or  s t ink 
bugs .  “Fred  loves  s t ink  bugs ,” 
Taylor  says .

When not in his own space, Fred 
loves to sit on the back of the family 
sofa and scope out the yard and the 
neighborhood while being supervised. 

(The house has too many crevices 
Fred could get lost in if he weren’t 
watched. He has very good hearing 
and responds to his name being called. 
Fred also jumps up in excitement when 
he hears the Taylor grandchildren 
arriving. They seem to love him 
almost as much as Taylor does, and 

There may be some pet reptiles 
that simply hang out and don’t 

really interact with their humans, 
but Fred is not one of them. Fred has 
PERSONALITY. 

Fred is the pet of Waynesville’s 
Patty Taylor. She had wanted a bearded 
dragon of her own ever since childhood, 
when she had a friend who had one 
that she really liked. But, somehow, 
what children, grandchildren, work, 
volunteering at Sarge’s Animal Rescue, 
five dogs of her own and frequent 
foster pets in the home, she just never 
got around to getting her own bearded 
dragon. Then one day it happened. 
While visiting the Haywood County 
Animal Shelter on an errand for 
Sarge’s, she met Fred, the bearded 
dragon. And it was love at first sight. 
As the ‘60s hit song goes:

Cause you got personality
Walk (with personality)
Talk (with personality)
Smile (with personality)
Charm (with personality)
Love (with personality)
And plus you’ve got
A great big heart

So over and over
Oh, I’ll be a fool for you
Now over and over
What more can I do

Bearded dragon Fred not just a pretty face          
Fred had been found in  an 

abandoned house  and turned in  to 
the  shel ter.  The  poor  guy was  in 
bad shape ,  having had to  suffer 
cold  tha t  h is  species  i sn’t  equipped 
for.  Bearded dragons  are  bas ica l ly 

deser t  an imals  accus tomed to 
warmth,  not  cold .  But  wi th  some 
TLC from the  shel ter  s ta ff ,  Fred 
s tar ted  on  the  road to  recovery 
and was  in  good enough heal th 
for  Taylor  to  adopt  h im.  He 
immedia te ly  became a  permanent 
par t  of  the  Taylor  household 
thanks  to  h is  personal i ty.

Fred  hangs  out  in  h is  own 80 
gal lon  v ivar ium.  I t ’s  b ig  enough for 
h im to  comfor tably  move around 
in ,  or  to  s imply  s t re tch  out  and 
re lax ,  which  Taylor  says  he  excels 
a t .  A heat  lamp on a  t imer  keeps 
Fred’s  p lace  as  warm as  i t  should 

12  •  November/December 2021  •  Pet Gazette  

Fred the bearded dragon enjoys being 
dressed up in his sheriff’s outfit by the 

Taylor grandchildren.

Patti Taylor and Fred trade loves.

“Fred enjoys being 
loved up.”

 
 Opportunity is waiting 

for you! 

This fabulous boarding 
kennel is looking for a new 

owner to take over!  
2 Kennel Buildings,  
3 bedroom house 

6+ acres 
Full Details at: 

www.NCBoardingKennel.com 
Exclusively Marketed by Susan M.Young 

828-273-9108 * susanyoung.avlrealtor@gmail.com 

Best of Jim
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